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QUESTION—BUTTER, PRODUCTION
AND IMPORTS.

Mr. STUBBS asked the Premier: 1, Are
the Government aware—(a) That a very
serious injury is being done to the butter
industry of this State by the action of the
butter companies of the north coast, New
South Wales, and other Eastern States fae-
tories? (b) That in spite of a shortage of
butter in New South Wales and Queensland
owing to droughts, 2,000 boxes are imported
into this State weckly, whereas the require-
monty are only 1,400% (c¢) That the object
of this s apparently to kill the local indus-
try, and that loeal producers are compelled
to place their butter in cold storage? 2, Will
the Goverument take any action which may
be possible to rewedy this state of affairst

The PREMIER replied : The importers
have been consulted and arrangements made
that will overcome the diflicnity in regard
to the sale of local butter.

BILL—ANGLO-PERSIAN OII. COM-
PANY, LTD. (PRIVATE).

. Petition.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN presented a petition
from the agents for the Anglo-Persian Oil
Company, Ltd., praying for leave to intro-
duce a Bill to grant powers and provisions
for the storage and supply of oil and for
other purposes, ’

Petition received and read.

Bill introduced.
Bill introduced by Hon, W, C. Angwin
and read a first time.

Beleet Commiltee appointed.

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin, Bill
referred to a select eommittee consisting of
Messrs, -Angelo, Brown, Collier, Hayrison,
and the mover.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [4.45]: T move—

That the sclect committee have power to
call for persons and papers, to sit on days
over which the House stands adjourned,
and to repert on Thursday, 20th Novem-
ber., .

BILL—WHEAT MAREETING,
Council ’s” Amendment. .

Amendment made by the Couneil now con-
sidered.

In Committec.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair, the Premier in
charge of the Bill

The Sehedule: Paragraph 8, sub-para-
graph (2).—Strike out the figures ‘*4s, 94."’
and ingert the figures *‘bs, 6d.”’

The PREMIER: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

This amendment provides that if the agent
short-supplies wheat he has to pay not ds.
9d. but 5s. 6d., which is nearer the present
valiwe of wheat than the lesser amount. This
is a perfectly reasonable arrangement..

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to,

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 3).
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 22ud October.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.50]:
When the Government announced their inten-
tion of introducing an amendment to our
Constitution Aet, T had hoped that the Bill
would contain provisions for a reasenable
measure of reform, something worthy of the
times in which we live and in keeping with
the march of progressive thowght that has
taken place throughout the world during the
rast few years. I mmust confess to a deal
of disappointment in that this Bill merely
seeks to rectify some of the anomalies which
have been found to exist in the present Aet;
and, with the exception that it is proposed
to confer the right upen the women of the
State to become members of Parliament, I
fail to discover in it even the smallest meas-
ure of progress or reform. With the pro-
posal to permit women of the State to be-
come members of Parliament I entirely agree.
I suppose that it is the universal epinion in
this State that this right has been won
by them; indeed it is a tight which has heen
long denied to thém. I had hoped that the
Government would have endeavoured to in-
troduce gomething in the way of reasonable
reform with regard to the franchise for
another place. Instead of liberalising or
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extending the franchise for that institution,
this Bill reaily endeavours to restrict or nar-
row it down. If the Bill should pass in its
present form it will mean that there are a
number of persons in the State to-day who,
though entitled to the franchise for another
place, will be derrived of it under the pro-
viglons of the Bill. I refer to the clanses
which deal with the general householders’
qualification. I do not wish to cover the
ground I have traversed in a previous dis-
eusgion in this House with regard to the
qualifications for the franchise of another
place. I think, however, I should be voicing
the opinion of the majority of the people
of the 3tate if I were to say that the time
thas arrived when the Legislative Counecil
ought te be wiped out entirely, If during
the long years of this obstruction of progres-
sive legislation it has not been demonstrated
that the time has arrived when it gshould
pass out of existence, I think the result of
the poll on Saturday last has elinched the
matter. When we find that we have in the
Btate a branch of our legistature, into which
a man who has given five yeara of scrvice at
the war and risen to the highest post in the
army, cannot find entrance, it is the final
argument for the abolition of this institu-
tion.

Mr. Johnston: They cannot blame the
Labour party for that. It is the rich pro-
perty holders.

Tlon. P. COLLIER: The electors, who de-
clare that the man who had rendered such
services at the war was not the best guali-
fied to represent them in another place, be-
long to that portion of the community who
regularly and for years past have been stand-
ing on the platforms of this country, puffing
their chests out, and waving Union Jacka
and declaring that those who were opposed
to them were disloval and did not
want to win the war, and comprised
the profiteers of the community. These
are the electors of constituengies where
labour has a very small voice indeed. If
the result of this hy-election demonstrated
nnything at all, it showed that these people,
who screamed from various platforms that
nothing was too good for the boys who had
done so much to preserve the snfety of Aus-
tralin, were pure and unadulterated hypo-
erites. I am sorry that the Government,
even if they could not go so far as to pro-
pose the abolition of another place, did not
at least makc an attempt to liberalise the
franchise. Jt is astounding to me to think
that to-day, when wc see in every country
of the world old customs swept away, and
practically the general body of the publie
granted rights whieh were denied to them
previons to the war, in this comparatively
small Btate of ours, so far as population is
concerned, people are not to be permitted to
tnke one step forward. It would be tedious
for me to repeat the arguments which have
heen used so often in this Chamber, but it
is a fact that a considerable propor-
tion of the men who fought for this country
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in the war, and their fathers and mothers
and relatives, are denied the full rights of
citizenship in our legislative halls. Turning
to the electoral rolls, we find that there are
something like 60,000 voters on the roll for
the Legislative Council, as against 150,000
for the Legislative Assembly. When we
bear in mind that of the 60,000 voters for
the Legislative Council a considerable num-
ber of them are enrolled for variows con-
stituencies, it is borne in upon ua that the
60,000 names would not represent probably
more than 50,000 electors. We ses by theso
figures that practically 100,000 of the adulta
of the State, men and women of this coun-
try, are denied a voice in tha final shaping
of legislation so far as the Legislative
Council is concerned. I am at a loss to know
by what argument of reason or justice that
condition of things can be advocated by our
friends on the other side or those who are
supporting them. For practically 20 years
now the property qualification for the Com-
monwealth Parliament, the Parliament which
deals with infinitely greater concerns and
work than docs the State Parliament—per-
haps not more impertant in many directions,
but, taking it all round, the work is greater—
hag been swept away, and before the Federal
bhallot box cvery man and woman over the
age of 21 in this country stands on an equal-
ity. If we reflect that in our own electoral
spheres in this State we have such reatrie-
tions that two-thirds of the men and women
of the State who are entitled to eleet persons
to this Touse, are not entitled to vote for
mombers of another place, we must all
agree that it is time snch an anamolous posi-
tion was set right. By what argument can
hon. members, who would not deny the right
of any of those people to vote for them-
selves, deny them the right to vote for mem-
crs in another place. If persons are quali-
fied to have a vote to eleet members to
this Chamber, we have the position that
those very samo electors are restricted as
to intelligence or capacity by its being de-
clared that they are mnot entitled to
vote for representation in another place.
It cannot fto my mind be arpued on the
ground of reason, logic or equality that the
property qualifications should cease to exist.
Fven were it not awept away entirely, as
it should be, I am still astonished to find
that the Government are not prepared to go
to the extent of granting the vote on the
lionschold qualifieation.  Surely it cannot
he argued for a moment that the person who
has the responsibility of being a householder
in the community beclongs to the class who
are nomads. A householder does not belong
tn that elass, though I would not argue that
the nomad should not have a vote as well,
The householder is a married man rearing
n family and has some fixed interest in the
community, Yet we find the Qovernment are
not prepared to go to the extent of extend-
ing the franchise to the houscholder. That
has for many years been the qualification
for the Legislative Council in South Aus-
tralia and I do not know of any harm that
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hag fallen to that State in consequence. It
is something like" 12 years since any altera-
tion has been effected to our Legislative
Council franchise, notwithstanding that we
have been tfold over and over again that
when the war was over the general masgs of
the people would have greater consideration
than had ever been extended to them in the
past—3a new world in faet. We find that in
the first essential the right of «citizenship
is denied them. This Bill, instead of going
along the road of progress, is going back-
ward. T hope in Committee to move a series
of amendmenta which will have the effect of
broadening the franchise for the Legislative
Couneil, and I hope at least a majority of
members of this House will not stultify
themsclves by saying we have not arrived
at the stage when the men and women of
tho state are entitled to the full right of
citizenship. The CGovernment propose to
liberalise the franchise in one direction—to
extend it to men who have served with the
ALF. I intend to support that provision
but only ‘on the ground that it is an exten-
sion of the franchise, Wherever it is pro-
posed to extend the franchise to any section
of the community who did not have it be-
fore, I will support it. [ will not support
this provision merely on the ground of ser-
vice with the ALT,, becavse I do not think
it ean bhe defended on that ground. These
mern are no longer soldiers; they are
citizens once more. If we are going to make
distinctions between men who served in the
army and the general body of citizens, we
must make distinctions in all cur Acts of
Parliament. Tf we do that, in a year or
two we shall have a special elass of citizens
enjoying speeial privileges, T objset to a
flistinetion between a man who enlisted and
went into camp, but did not go overseas,
and the father and mother who reared him
and could not go to the war through no famlt
of their own. The other provision, which deals
with the question of members of Parliament
contracting with the Government, is a wise
one. If the Act as it exists at present, is
strictly interpreted, members of Parliament
are really contravening it every day of the
week. We must observe a certain amount
of cantion, but I think we might with safety
amend the Aet in the manner proposed in this
Bill. With regard to the proposal that mem-
bers who tnke Ministerial office shonld not
be called wpon to go to the electors, I do
not agree. I am aware that the Attorney
General has stated that in many other Par-
liamenis it is not obligatory for a member
to go up for re-election on attdining office,
but I think this is 8 safeguard that should
be retained, otherwise it would bs possible
for a man who was elected on one poliey to
then espouse another policy, and disfran-
chise the electers who returned him for
three years. 1 know there are arguments
on the other side, but I think the existing
provision should De retained.  With regard
to the proposal for the extonsion of the

life of Parliament, the Aitorney General has
been able to make out a fairly good case so
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far as this Parliament is concerned. Prior
to 1905, the elections were held at a time
convenient to the general public. Because of
the dissolution in that year, the elections
took place in Oectober. Ever since they have
been held about ‘that month, and it has
been a real inconvenience to the House to
have to meet for a short session before and
after a general election, usually ecarrying
the work of the session over Christmas into
February and March. There is no preper
discussion on the Estimates Dbecause the
greater portion of the money has been ez-
pended before they are submitted to Parlia-
inent, It is impossible to do effective work. T
think the difficulty could have been got over
by a dissolution of the House at an early
period. Instead of holding elections in Oe-
tober or September of next year they might
be held in June or July by a dissolution
shortening the life of Parliament by a few
months., IHowever, the Government have de-
cided to take the power to either extend or
shorten the life of Parliament, It ig ar elas-
tic provision which obtaine in South Aus-
tralias and is a real convenience. The only
other matter contained in the Bill is that
of the procedure on money Bills, While the
provisions in this Bill do mot entirely safe-
guard the rights and privileges of this House
and are somewhat in the nature of a compro-
mise arrived at by the committee composed of
members of another place and of thia Cham-
ber, they are the best we can get, and will
make this House somewhat more secure in
regard to money Bills than the practice
which has prevailed during the last year or
twao.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [5.15]:
I feel somewhat disappointed with the Bill.
When the Bill of last session, introduced by
the leader of the Opposition, was bafore us
the ery from the Government side was that
it did not go far cnough, that it should be
liberalised. We had that repeated time after
time, Yet we find that, with the few excep-
tions enumerated by the leader of the Op-
position, this Bill is practically the same as
that of last gesison. The member for Green-
ough (Mr. Maley) last session suggested
that the Bill should be laid aside to make
room for a more comprehensive Bill that
would so extend the franchise as to be of
somp real henefit to the people, Now we
have this Bill providing for a rental value
of 6s, 6d. per week. It will be said by the
Attorney General that onc could searcely
imagine 2 place not worth that sum. But
that was said when the existing Aect was be-
fore Parlinment, when the proposal was
for an annual value of £17; and when
people tried to get on the roll no satisfae-
tory conclusion could be arrived at as to the
assessment of the value. A Jarge number
of people on the goldfields were prosecuted
for attempting to get their names on the
Council roll, One lady up there was fined
by the Federal anthorities for not having
her name on the Federal roll. TIn view of
this, anxious to secure herself against any
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further penalty, she filled in o c¢ard for the
Legislative Couneil, and notwithstanding
that her husband had been killed in France,
she was prosecnted—ond was cross-examined
in the witness box like a common eriminal—
for having attempted to get her name on tha
roll. I want to know wlho i3 to assess the
reittal valued Many places on the goldfields
are well worth a pound 2 week to their own-
-ars, who live near to their work, but who,
if they were to vacate their houses, would
perhaps not he able to get Gs. 6d, weckly
vental for them, I have known places, valued
by the loeal anthority at £18 per annum,
sold lock, stock and barrel for £26. On
those parts of the goldfields where the popu-
lation iz moving, houses that cost £250 to
ereet would not bring £40 to-day. Person-
ally I am in favour of giving every adult a
vote, and T certainly think that at least we
ghouldl have household suffrage. I hope the
Bill will be amended to provide for household
suffrage. I intend to vote for the provision
relating to returned soldiers, but only as an
extengion of the franchise. The wives and
mothers of -men at the Front have done really
good war work in sending parcels to the sol-
diers. Tmideed the women on the goldfields
pioneercd this work, In the first instance
they sent all their stuff to Perth to be des-
patched to the Front, but when the shipment
was conmplete it was found to contain very
litele more than what had been forwarded
from the goldfields. A protest was made, the
goldfields people refused to send their stuff
to Perth, and ns a result it wakened up the
peoplo down here who then began to tackle
the work in carnest. I would cxtend the
franchise to daughters and +wives and
mothers of soldiers. Just in passing T wish
to point ont that the gold miner, by sticking
to his job, was as good a war worker as the
grower of wheat. T hope that when in Com-
mittee the Bill will be amended to provide
for houschold suffrage.

Mr. PILXINGTON (Perth) [5.20]: I
have little to say on the Bill, for T cannot
bt feel that some of the provisions with
which T heartily agreec may be regarded al-
most as having Dbeen passed already, How-
ever, I should be sorry to let the Bill pass
without entering my protest apainst certain
of it provisions. I regret that the Govern-
ment should have thought fit to introduce a
Bill to make women eligible for Parliament,
It has been nalloged that such iz the gencral
wish of the poeple of the State. Personally
T do not believe it is. Also it has Dbeen fre-
quently allezed that it is the wish of the
women of the State. Again, I de not believe
it i3, As n matter of faet, this provision
would not pass unless we were all perfectly
certain that the good senze of the community
would render it praetically nvll and void,
The only other part of the Bill T wish to
refer to is the provision which extends the
Couneil franchise to soldiers. T deeply re-
gret that the Government should have intro-
doeed such n provision. We have to-day in
Australinn  politiecs the extremely painful
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sight of parties bidding for the soldiers’
vote. The Federal elections to-day resemble
rather an auction mart than an electioncer
ing campaign.

Mr. O7Loghlen: The Prime
would not stop at garroting.

Mr. PILKINGTON: It is on both sides.
I am not putting it on one side more than
anether, There is this plain bidding for the
goldier’s vote; and the worst of it is, not
that the parties should be bidding for that
vote, but that the public shonld stand it.
Here in this Parliament the eame thing is
being brought in. I do not think the ma-
jority of membera on this side of the IMouse
belicve in the wisdom or sense or sanity of
this provision. It is brought in, as far as
T can gee, as a bid for the soldier’s vote. It
is humiliating that soel a provision should
be brought forward by any Government.

Mr. Johnston: The promise was made on
every recruiting platform.

Mr, PILKINGTON: T was frequently on
the recrviting platform, and I {id net hear
it, Tf it was made, it was wrong.

Mr. O'Loghlen: They promised the earth
and all the fruits thereof,

Mr. PILKINGTON: That is so, But
what do they offer the soldiers here¥ TIf it
is intended to he some sort of a return or
remoneration or rewnrd for what they have
done at the Tront, then the CGovernment
might as well give the soldiers a box of
chocolates; it is the cheapest, meanest, moat
contemptible thing over offered. But if it
is meant to be a sort of bribe—that is what
it seems to me—1 believe it will meet the
re¢eption which it deserves. One of the
most painful parts of this bidding for the
soldiera’ vote is the apparent helief that the
soldiers have not any sense. Is it thought
that they will not see through this?

My, Lutey: They are waking up to a lot
of this ecamouflage.

Mr, PILIKOINGTON: T am well aware that
my protest will be unavailing. Hon. mem.
bers opposite are voting for this provision
for a reason which I conceive to be, at any
rate, sane. Any step whieh increases the
number of persons who have a vote for the
Upper House will meet with the approval
of hon. membars on the other side.

Mr., Munsie: Every time.

Mr. PILEKINGTON: I follow that argu-
ment, I realise that it will be said hereatter
that if the soldiers, becanse they have done
their duty well as soldiers, are entitled to a
vote for the Upper House, any eitizen who
hag done his duty well as a citizen iz like-
wise cntitled to a vote for the Upper House.
I can follow the reasoning of those who wist
that there shali be no property gualification
tor the Upper HMouse, indeed that there shal
be no Upper House at all. Those membors
will vote for this provision. In these cir-
camstances my protest must be unavailieg,
I dcsire to enter a strong protest against the
introduction of this class of legislation for
the obvious purpose of buying the soldiers’
vote.

Minister
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Mr, O’LOGHLEN (Torrest)y [5.25]: 4s
the leader of the Opposition has suggested,
there is not likely to be a prolonged dis-
cugsion on the merits of the Bill. It ia
largely a Bill for Committee, where the dif-
ferent clements of which the Committes js
composed will have an opportunity for pro-
posing amendments with the object of de-
mocratising the Bill to a great extent. I do
not intend to devote very mueh time to it,
but T believe that any proposal which serves
to broaden the franchise is of snfficient
importance to bring many members to their
feet. 'The member for Perth (Mr, Pilking-
ton) has pointed out that he is a sort of
stranded Jshmael, always on his own, That
is not altogether onr fauvlt. Many proposi-
tions emanate from this side which the hon.
member, if he were not so reactionary in hia
opinions, could support. I do not know that
he is a political healer, come to sweep away
all our ills. If he is he has not demonstrated
it. He objeets to the provision which will
enable women to take their seats in Parlia-
ment. After all, the member for Perth, as
a democrat, claims to trust the people, and
in the final analysis it gets baeck to the con-
stitvency. If the people wish to eleet women
to Parlinment, they will have to take the
respongibility. T have yet fo learn  that
women would make a worse job of the work
here than many of us. DPossibly women are
better snited for the home, but at the same
time, if ona reads the works of some women
in different parts of the world he will find
it demonstrated that they ean think logieally
and, if given an opportunity, set a lead to
public opinion, I am prepared to assist in
affording that opportunity, leaving it to the
constituents to say whether a woman shall
find her way into Parliament. Personally,
I think that in Australia it will be a long
time before women are clected to Parlia-
ment, although at the last Federal election
one woman ran within 1,000 votes of win-
ning an 11,000 voto constituency. I was
really astounded at the result. Further, I
am quite convineed that had the lady got
into Parliament, she would have been just ae
ugeful a member as many who hold seais
there to-day. The hor. member referred to
the gratuity. I do not wish to deal with
that matter, which is outside the provinee
of the State Parliament. The hon. member
spoke of rival faetions putting this proposal
forward, and expressed wonder that the pub-
lic would stand it. But the publie will stand
anything that is put wp to them. If the
public would not stand anything, should we
have a Parliament like we have here to-day?
The position is absolutely ridiculous. To-
day we are asked to support a Bill of this
deseription, a Bill only tinkering at reform,
a Bill that i3 not worth twopence-halfpenny
so far as regards giving any tangible reform
to the great bulk of the people of this State.
‘What is the result? The result is that
through this Parliament not showing confi-
dence in the people, not showing that it
trusts the people fo any great extent, the
drift of opinion to-day is strongly towards
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the TFederal Parliament. This institution
of which we are members has not the res~ect
of the people in the way it shonld have. The
people speak contemptuously of this State
Parliament, because the 100,000 men and
women who produce wealth in this State are
denied a voice or a vete in the moulding of
its destinies. There is nothing that tends
to drive people to support nunifieation more
strongly than the inadequate franchise ex-
isting in this State to-day.

Mr, Davies: 'They have not supported it
in Western Austealia.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: It is all very well for
the hon. member to make that interjeetion.
I do not wish to see unification if it can he
avoided, but only within the last fortnight
I have stated, and I repeat the statement
now, that it is useless for the people of
Western Australia to expect any tangible re-
form from a State Parliament composed as
this one is. Tt is immaterial whom the
people send here, 5o long ag the present Con-
stitution obtains. Just on 4,000 men and
women send me, or send sonebody else, here
to represent them; and out of those 4,000
people only 52 have the right to vote for
the three members representing that part of
the State in the Upper House. Of those
three mcmbers not one, so far as I am aware,
has visited my electorate duwring the past
ten years. [Possibly thers may be one excep-
tion, where, in the course of a pleasure trip,
one of thosc membera spent one day in my
electorate; hut, apart from that, not one of
the three representatives of my electorate
in the Upper House has been in my elee-
torate for fen years past. Why should they
go there? The people have no wealth and
ne votes.

The Minister for Works: Does that figuro
of 52 include soldiers?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Only 52 are on the
roll and qualified to vote. The others are
not qualified, under this embargo.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You will lave a
thousand or two if this Bill passes.

Mr, ’LOGHLEN: I admit that the in-
clusion of the returned soldiers will make an
appreciable difference. I do not say whether
the inclusion of the soldiers is just or un-
just. Viewing the matter from the same
standpoint as the leader of the Opposition,
and hoping for some element of reform
which will stem the tide towards wnification,
I am supporting that provision. But T say
that the attitude adepted herc to-day by
the dominant power in Parliament is ridie-
nlous. Here we have a Government claiming
to be a democratic Goverument, and yet
they bring in a Bill of this deseription. Apart
from pandering to the prevailing sentiment
of giving soldiers and nurses a vole, thg
Bill does not hold out any reform at all to
the great body of eitizens. The Minister
for Works knows that at cune place, where he
formerly managed, there are 14 eouples—
T ean give the names if necessary—who have
lost sons in Gallipoli. They have been thero
for 30 years, and are rooted to the country;
they were born in the country, and eannot
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get out of the eountry; and yet the Govern-
ment say that these poople are unworthy of
a vote for the Upper House. Why unworthy?
Because they have unot the property aualifi-
eation. Tn the loeality I refer to the house
provided is part of the wages; and around
the mills and on the. bush landings the resi-
dents are compelled to move about so con-
tinuously that they cannet get the qualifiea-
tion fer the franchise set down in our Con-
stitution. And yet a so-called demoeratie
(overnment brings in a tinkering reform of
this kind. I say that every homscholder in
Western Australia is fit to vote for the Tp-
per House, or else is not fit to pay the taxes
that keep the Government going, There ia
the position. We ask these people to pro-
duce wealth, and we ask them to rally to the
defence of property when property is in
danger; we ask them to pay taxes; but as
soon as the danger is gone——

Mr. Johnston: Those who rallied to the
call are getting the vote,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: True, but those men
are not asking for it. They say that every
citizen of Western Awnstralia should be en-
titled to the same voice in the government
of the State. And the soldier is not heing
given anything tangible when he ig given a
vote for the Upper House. I suppose he
will exercise it well. I hope he will do so.
That may tend to bring about seme small
improvement. But I want to hear gsome
legieal argument from the member for
Guildford (Mr. Davies), for one, as to why
ithe Covernment ave withholding household
suffrage. T refer to the member for Guild-
ford because he is all the time talking about
democracy and about what can be achieved
under it.

Mr. Davies: I think I have already stated
my views on the Bill introduced by the
Jeader of the Opposition.

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: There are scveral more
hon. members opposite who might express
their views, even if they do not take up the
unpopuiar side as the member for Perth
(Mr, Pilkington) has done. T do not want
hon, members opposite to get up and say
that they will not support the Bill because
it does not go far emovgh. The measure
does not give the people much, but it can be
made a good measure. If hon. members are
alive to the danger in which this Parliament
atands, they will set to work to make this a
Parliament that will command the respect
of the people. Fvery demoerat must admire
the franehise for the Iederal House of Re-
presentatives. I do not care a continental
if not a member of the Lahour party goes
back to the House of Representatives—
though of couwrse I should be sorry—but in
that case there is not n man on this side of
the Chamber who will say that the House of
Representatives does not represent the peo-
ple. TFor that House every person over the
age of 21 years has the right to vote; and
if the people like to send back Hughes and
Cook, nn democrat ean quarrel with the ver-
dict. But this Bill proposes to confer no
right npon the people. It proposes to leave
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matters in the same old humdrum way, with
the embargoe which says, ‘‘Becanse you have
not got blug blood in your veins, or bricks
and mortar, or sheep roaming round the
meadows, you arc mnot entitled to g vote for
the Legislative Couneil.’’ Brains and cha
racter do not count to-day. In three or four
weeks there will be retorning from the Front
the greatest seldier in the Australian Army,
but he is not qualified to vote for those old
fossils at the other end of the Luilding,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member i3 not
in order,

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: I beg pardon and
withdraw that, Mr, Speaker, 1 have been
8o used to hear you, Mr. Speaker, deseribe
members of another Mace as such,

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. O’LOGHLIEN: But that was before
you oceupiedd your present position, Mr.
Speaker. If there is anything in this Bill
of which the Government may be proud, it
is the faet that, under it, a man who has
eovered himself with glory by meritorious
conduet: in war will not find himself a
political outeast when he comes back here
If the greatest poldier in the Australian
Army comes back to his place in the bush,
as perhaps he will, after years of fighting,
after getling wounded seven times, after
winning the Vietoria Cross and the D.C.M.
with two bars, after winning his way from
private to colonel, he will not be able to vote
for the Upper House unless this Bill passes.
That man bad not a vote before he went to
the war. And there is just as good material
as he in the Bouth-West to-day—the brothers,
the fathers, the mothers, the sisters, of the
men who fought on Gallipoli are there; and
we treat them as so many eattle and sheep.
That.is the onc thing which is killing confi-
denee in the State Parliament ag a repre-
sentative institution. It is an institution
that does not move with the times, In every
other country in the world the people are
heginning to realise that good resulis are to
be obtained by the distribution of power, by
showing greater confidence in the men and
women who wmake up the community. In
this respect the late Premier’s motto was to
flespise change. The hon, gentleman ecan
take thiz nssurance, that although his late
colleagues bustled him out of his position,
there is no change.

Hon. P. Collier: He may have despised
ckange, but the other Ministers did not
despige it.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The otbers were so
keen on change as regards portfolios, that
the member for Moore is now eitting on the
cross benches,

Sir H. B. Lefroy: I never made any such
statement.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: What about the Latin
quotation the hon, gentleman used at Mooraf

8ir H. B. Lefroy: There was no such quo-
tation at all,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It was a family motto,
then, T do not wish te misquote the hon.
gentleman. When the leader of the Oppe-
gition introdueed a Bill to confer the fran-
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chise on all householders in this State, the
strongest opponent of the meagure in this
House was the late Premier; and on that
oceasion he undoubtedly showed that he de-
spised change of every deseription.

Sir H, B. Lefroy: I opprosed the abolition
of the Upper House.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The leader of the Op-
position did not propose the abolition of the
Upper House. He merely introduced a Bill
to confer household suffrage on the people
of this State, and the strongest opponent
of that proposal was the late Premier. How-
ever, his svecessors are equally conservative,
equally cautious, and see no wisdom in a
liberalisation of the Upper House franchise.
What is the result? They are driving the
people, in desperation, to look to the only
place where men and women are represented
—the Federal Parliament. I object to
weakening the State institution, but there is
no alternative.

The Minister for Works:
respect the Senate?

Mr. O'LOGHILEN: I have no admiration
for the Senate, which I think is an unneces-
sary duplication, The party to which I
belong are pledged to abolish the Senate,
because it is only a phonograph repetition
of what takes place in the House of Repre-
gentatives. The Senate is not, and for ten
years has not bheen, and is not likely ever to
be, 5 States House. It provides s sanctuary
for a few people who happen to secure the
favourable econsideration of their party and
the approval of the electors.

The Minister for Works:
both sides.

Mr. O°'LOGHLEN: I do nct say it is con-
fined to ono side. We have some good men in
the Senate, but I say that the work iz well
done in the other House, and that therefore
the Senate is nol necessary,

Mr. Johnston: What abont the interests of
the small States?

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: So far as I sec, the
small States have received very little pro-
tection from the Senate, although that was
the original idea. The hon. member who has
just interjected started out on his political
carcer with the most laudable intentions, as
members of Parliament generally do. ‘When
I first knew the hon. member in polities, I
thought this was a new Messiah to help
Aunstralia out of its diffienlties. But poli-
ticians, although they start out with good
intentions, do not observe them, They get
awept off the.track. As a result, the State
Parlinment to-day does not reeeive the re-
spoet it should. We are losing ground.

Mr, Hardwick: Not in my eleetorate. I
am not losing any ground there.

Mr. O°LOGHLEN: As individuals we may
not be lTosing ground., Ag individuals, we may
get back. But the State Parliament does not
respond to the wishes of the people at all
We are not able to give effect to the wishes
of the people beeause the people have not the
votes. The voices of 100,000 people are
absolutely unheard in another place,

You do not

That is so on
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The Minister for Works: But they are alt
heard here.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. gentleman
might get black in the face and defy the
Chair a dozen times, and the Urper House
would not take any notice of what he said.
The people in a constituency should have
power to eleet or defeat a member. It is
their voice that is lstencd to. If members
of another place had to go up for election
on a broader franchise they would adopt a
different attitude, they would let Govern-
ment Bills go throngh with more expedi-
tion, This 18 only tinkering with reform,
The proposal to extend the life of Parlia-
ment is one that I do not approve of per-
sonally; other members can vote as they like
on it. I do not appreve of it because this
Parliament is moribund. It was made up at
a peculiar time when the people were a bit
abnormal, and if the leader of the Opposi-
tion does not move an amendment in the
direction of ending the lifa of the Parlia-
ment at an earlier date, I shall do sc in order
to eompel members to go before their mas-
ters hefore the life of the present Parliament
expires.

The Minigter for Works:

Mr, Q'LOGFLEN: This week if the
Minister likes, That may sound somewhat
courageous on my part, but I think I have a
better chance of getting back than the Min-
ister for Works. We have no right to extend
the life of Parliament. We were elected for
a2 certain time, and remembering the man-
ner in which the Government came into
existence it would be better to curtail the
life of Parliament than to extend it.

Mr. Davies: The eleetors are complaining
now.

Mr. Munsie:
to complain,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: 1T am not ohjecting
to this Parliament running its full term,
but we have no authority to extend its life,
though there is no objection to gaing be-
fore the clectors hefore the time ex-
pires in order to aseertain how much
the people appreciate the work we have
been deing. T do not think they have
much to be grateful for especially when the
Government neglects the mass of the peaple
and thinks only of bricks and mortar. If
one has property and wealth it is possible
to get the ears of the Government, but not .
otherwise. The Government are the sheet
anchor of the privileged eclass. We shall
never get neform until we fight the other
Chamber but the Government are not pre-
vared to put up that fight; the Government
have mno intention of having a brush with
them. Why? Becanse the Government and
the other Chamber think alike.

The Premier: You have Mr. Millington
there.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: We have five there,
but the great majority are there to ahso-
lutely obstruet reform which may be at-
tempted by this or any other Government.
The @overnment have no desire to offend
members of another pluce and they bring

Next March?

They have a perfect right
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down a Bill which is something like the
W_ M., Hughes gratuity to the soldier. What
i3 proposed mnow is not reform; it is not
worth twopence so far as the enrolment of
‘men and women is concerned, those mep and
women who have built up the community
and who are worthy of consideration. It is
the height of ‘‘ridiculosity’’ to discuss a
Bill of this kind.

Sir H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [5.50]:
[ always listen with a great deal of pleasure
to the hon, member who has just sat down,
but sometimies he: gets off the rail, and
makes misrepresentations, The hon. mem-
ber remarked that 1 had stated either pub-
licly or privately—I do not ecare which—
that I was opposed to any kind of change.
I have never heard of such an absurd thing
in my life.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I corrected that. I re-
ferred you to your speech in the House,

S8ir H. B, LEFROY: TIf I make
certnin statements in the House or on the
hustings, 1 will stand by them. I have al-
ways done so. Because I stand up for cer-
tain prineiples, that is no juostification for an
assertion by the hon, member that I am op-
posed to reform. 1 have been a party to
greator reforms in this country than the hon.
member has ever been. T helped to extend
the franchise to every man in the State; I
also helped to extend it to every woman in
the State. T granted free edueation to the
children—in faet I brought in the Bill. I
also assisted in passing some of the greatest
reform measures this State has known. Tt
is ungenerous thercfore on the part of the
hon. member to make uge of the remarks
he did this afternoon.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I referred you to your
specch.

Sir H. B. LEFRQY: We are dealing now
with an amendment of the Constitution. This
question i3 an all-important one and it is of
o greater controversial character than perhaps
any other meagure that ean be brought hefore
hon. members. T am not in favour of the
abolition of the Upper House.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Mr. Collier’s Bill does
not propose it.

Bir H. B. LEFROY: And because the hon.
member is in favour of the abolition of the
Upper House, that is no justifieation for him
to say that T am opposed to a change of any
sort.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
frage.

Sir H, B. LEFROY: I am perfectly
willing to agrea to a change in any direction
which T consider will be of advantage to the
Btate and to the people. I am not prepared
to advocate or assist in bringing about a
chanse in any direction which will not be in
the best interests of the State.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannang) [5.54]: I am
not altogether surprised at the hon. member
opposing the extension of the franchise to
women. But I would like in passing to re-
mind him and others of the rccent elections
held in Englacd in eonnection with the Lon-

Stick to houschold suf-
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don Council and County Councils. At their
very first attempt, after having been made
eligible to contest those Council seats, the
women won no fewer than 32 contests, 1
have yet to learn that women are less suited
to make the laws of a country than are men.
Even if they were, I am democratic enough
to say that the manhood and womanhood of
this State should have the right to declare
whether a woman should or should not have
a seat in owr Parliament. If the people de-
gire that 2 woman should represent them in
this House, they should have a perfect right
to send her here, With regard to the quali-
fication of electors, when T first saw the Bill
I thought the Attorney General had given us
some measure of reform, somcthing on the
lines of the provision in the South Austra-
lian Act. He starts off in that way, but be-
fore going very far we find that he qualifies
it, and then he tells us that the object of the
Bill is to make the position more explicit,
The Act provides that the qualification shall
be £17 clear annual value, 2nd by the Crown
Lasw and the Llectoral Departments we werc
given to understand that, provided a person
paid 7s. 6d. per week rent, that person wounld
be entitled to enrohnent for the Legislative
Council. That stand hos always been taken
and it has always been argued that anyone
who paid 7s, 6d. per weck was entitled to en-
rolment, The Attorney General proposes to
reduee the amount to 6s. 6d. which brings the
annual total to £16 18s. There never has
been any guestion with regard to the amount
paid in rent and there never has been a
prosecution in that regard. But what is de-
sited is—and deputation after deputation has
interviewed the Aitorney General on the sub-
jeet—that a Bill should be introduced to
make the law more clear than it i3 in the
case of a man who owns property, as to who
is to be the valuer of that property, who is to
say whether it is worth 6s. 6d. per week or
not.

The Attorney General:
another franchise.

Mr. MUNSIE: The whole trouble at the last
clections arose over this question, although
in the case of nationalists nothing was said.
The latter were able to sign declarations and
vote, and no prosccutions were instituted.
The other man on the goldficlds who owned
what was to him a mansion, and whose pro-
perty was rated by the municipality or road
board at less than £17, was prosecuted and
fined. That is the position whieh we desire
to clear up now. The Attorney General says
that the whole thing is quite clear, but when
we get into Committee I shall ask for some
information from him.

The Atterney General:
the questions beforehand.

Mr, MUNSIE: I will tell the Attorney
General this mueh that I want to know from
him how he arrives at the £17 clear annual

That comes under

Give me a list of

valug, The Attorney General is making ib
6s. 6d. a week. Suppose a mian owns the
property——

The Attorney General: If it is worth £5(
he gets a vote under another franchise,
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Mr. MUNSIE:
valuer?
Mr. Holman:

Then who is to be the

It depends who the voter
ja.

Mr. MUNSIE: The amendment will not
in the least overcome the difficulty which
exists on the goldfields, A man who owns
his own property will be in the same position
as before. We, as a deputation, waited on
the Chicf Electoral Officer and asked him to
define what he believed was the meaning of
£17 clear annual value.

The Attorney General: I understand the
clear annval value was the trounble,

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes. Now the Attorney
General has made it 6s. 6d. a week. A man
who owns his own house is not paying 6s. 6d.
a week rent. IMow will the Attorney General
get over that?

.Mr. Holman: He will have to give the
house to his missus and let her charge 6s. 64.
8 week rent.

Mr. MUNSIE: We shall bave to depend
on some valuer, The Bill makes no provision
for arriving at a valuation. On the gold-
ficlds there are at least 150 persons enrolled
for the North-East and Sounth provinces as
frecholders of town blocks, and they would
be prepared to give away those blocks and
pay for the transfer., Yet they are on the
roll ag freeholders and I venture to say if 80
per cent. of them presgnted themselves to re-
cord their votes they wonld be accepted.

The Attorney General: Do they pay rates?

Mr. MUNSIE: They are compelled to
pay water rates and munieipal rates.

The Attorney General: They probably
have a right to vofe on the munieipal list.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am not talking of the
right, but of the actual position, There are,
in und around Xalgoriie and Boulder, at
least 500 houses worth at least 10s, 2 week
to the puveple owning and eccupying them.
These people ¢ould not rent for 10s. houses
equal to those they are living in at present.

The Attorney General: They will get a
vote under this amendment,

Mr. MUNSIE: No, they will not. How
does the WMinister propose to calenlate the
valug. For the man who owns his property,
the position is the same as before. Perhaps
in Committee the Attorney General will be
able to explain it. With regard to the ex-
tension of the vote to returned soldicrs, 1
support that proposal, althongh I am opposed
to the principle. T am supporting the pro-
posal for the same reason as the leader of
the Opposition, that it means an extension
of the franchise. If any other amendment,
which will extend the franchise to a thous-
and men and women iz introdmeed, I shall
support that too. T should like to know
why the vote is heing cxtended to returned
soldiers only. A friend of mine endeavoured
to enlist on seven different oeasiona: he even
wnderwent an operation, but was turned
down each time. If the franchise is being
extended to returned soldiers for patriotic
reagons, the man I have just mentioned is
as much entitled to a vote for the Upper
House as the returned soldier. Surely the
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father of a returned asoldier, who was pro-
bably 50 or 60 years of age when the war
broke out, should not be debarred. He eonll
not possibly have gone to the war. As the
nmember for Perth (Mr, Pilkington)} said,
there is no logical reason why the Attorney
General should limit this extension to the
returned soldiers. If the franehise is to be
extended, why not adopt a broad and reas-
onable attitude and say that any man or
woman wheo is entitled to a vote for this
House shall be eligible to vote for another
place. I hope the amendment relating to
the joint householder vote will be out out
in Committee. If not, we shall be depriving
of the right to vote hundreds of people who
to-day are cntitled to vote,

The Attorney (eneral: I do not think it
will have the effect you suggest. I shall look
into that point.

Mr. MUNSIE: I think the Attornay Gen-
eral wiil fird that it will have this effoct.
There are dozens of cases of persons paying
ns mueh as 17s. a week rent for the portion
of the houscs they oceupy and who are at
present entitled to a vote for the Uppoer
House. But if this Bill is passed, one house-
holder in each case would be cut out.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Thoy would not al-
low them to be put on the roll last time.

Mr, MUNSIE: They have been permitted
to cnrol in the past.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Though the Aet
states not move than four, they would nat
allow two {0 be put on the roll last time.

Mr. Jones: They would not allow Labour
votes to be put on the roll,

The Attorney General: Read the provise
to Clause 3.

Mr, MUNSIE: Perhaps the Attorney Gen-
eral will be able to explain that in Commit.
tce. I agree with the provision regarding
members cntering into contracts, but I op-
pose any alteration of the present system
wherecby a member, appointed to Minigterial
office, must go hefore hia constituents before
accepting such office. When a member has
to po hefore his constituents immediately
after 2 general election, it docs seem almoat
an abgurdity, but it rarely bappens, when a
party have been returned with a majority
and have cloeted their Ministers, that any
opposition is offered. If we wipe out this
provision, a great danger will exist, par-
tieularly ns parties are constituted to-day.
‘The present arrangement tends to keep poli-
ties «lean, but without this safeguard we
shail be conrting corruption. It might bap-
pen that a party of two or three members,
pledged to a certain policy, might be re-
tverned to this House and have practically
a controlling influence. The Qovernment
might offer one of the threc o position in
tha Cabinet, which wonld give the Govern-
ment an absolute majority and the member,
withouf having to appeal to his constitvents,
wonkl be able o aceept office in a Ministry
controlled by a party holding opposite views.
The House would be unwise to abolish the
safeguard requiring an appeal to the con-
stitucntey; the principle is sound. There
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is ouly one other matter dealt with by the
Bill, namely the provision to extend or re-
duce the duration of Parliament. I agrce
that the general elections should not be held
at that part of the vear when they now fall
due, namely October, That is the worst part
of the year in which to hold the elections.
I do not mind whether the period is ex-
tended or reduced by three months. If the
Government wish to appeal to the people
earlier than usnal, T am qunite preparcd to
take my chance. I do not think the public
will trouble whether the Government extend
or reduce the period, bnt the publie do real-
ise that a date in the vicinity of Christmas
time is certainly not a suitable time to hold
the elections and I say it is a bad time for
the Labour party. Whether the elections are
held a little later or a little eatrlier in imnra-
terial to me, and will be the responsibility
of the Government.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [6.12]:
With the members for Brownhiil-Ivanhoe
{Mr. Lutey) and Hannans (Mr. Munsie), I
regret that the Bill does not contain a defi-
nite interpretation of the qualification of a
hovscholder. When speaking on the Esti-
mates last year, the then Attorney (enmeral
{Mr. Robinson) said we could get a definite
interpretation from the Electoral Depart-
ment. I sought the advice of the Chief
Electoral Officer on many occasions, but
epuld not pin him down to anything definite,
We desire that when a new mining fleld,
whether a gold, coal, copper, or lead mining
field, is opened up, and people establish their
houses on the lease beeanse their employers
desire them to live near the mine and be-
eause that iz often the only place where water
is obtainable, the householder should be en-
titled to a vote, These people have nothing
in the way of a right to the ground exeept
that they have the permission of the com-
pany to erect buildings for dwellings, and
these dwellings are worth to them at least
63, to 10s. a week. Yet there iz no one to
officially determine the value of such pre-
perty. A definite interpretation should be
provided, or the elector himself should be
permitted to state what he conasidered the
liouse was worth. The Chief Electoral Offi-
cer went 50 far as to say that he thought it
was the intention of the present law that
the elector shonld determine the value of the
property in such cases. He considered that
if a man determined that his dwelling was
worth Ga. 6d. a week, no one could say him
nay; but the fact remains that many men
who said their houses were worth so much
were prosecuted. Many people are afraid to
enrol because they fear prosecution, although
any ordinary man would tell them they were
entitled to have their names on the roll.
There should be a definite arbiter of the
value of such plaeces, or else the oceupier
ghould be permitted to determine the value.
But I belicve that every householder should
have a vete. It is due to misfortune that
peeple have to live in homes so peor as to
be worth only 6a. 6d. a week. I wounld join
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with other members of the Opposition and
vote for adult suffrage.  Failing that, I
maintain that every man occupying a house
of any description whatsoever should be
oligible to vote.

Bitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Persons who have been
on mining and other leases, and own the
places they live in there, should be given
an opportunity of valuing those dwellings
themselves and showing whether they are
worth the particular amount which will
secure them the right to vote for the Legis-
lative Council. In reference to the question
of the joint oeeupier, at present, partico.
larly in the cities where housing accommoda-
tion is not easy to find, there are often two
families who live in the same house. They
wunt to live near the city, and want to be
close to their work, but at the same time can-
not afford to pay a high rent for a house to
themselves, They, therefore, live together
jointly. In thus living together jointly they
get a vole, their ecombined rent being some-
thing in the region of, say, 25s. a week, but
under the suggested amendment we find that
such persons will no longer enjoy the privi-
lege of having a vote for the Legislative
Couneil. I do not want to see people eut
out of the right to vote, merely because they
are unable from one cause or another to live
in 2 houge of their own. I do not approve
of the property gualification but it does
mean that people must pay a certain amount
of rent before they are emtitled to a vote,
Most of the people I am speaking of only
live in these places becausc of their particu-
lar situation at the moment, whereas if they
had a little more wealth they would be en-
abled to live in a house of their own, It is
rather absurd that two famililes who, for the
sake of convenience, are obliged to live in
one house at a combined rental should be
ceut out of a wvote because of that, when a
man who has a lease of an office in, say, the
AM.P. buildings at £20 a year has a right
to vote for the Legislative Council. That ia
unjust, and some provision should be inserted
in the Bill so that this anomaly should no
longer exist.

The Attorney General; I will Jook into
that.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Ancther amendment
which might be introduced here is on the
question of plural voting. The member for
North-East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) quite
jJustified that on democratic grounds. It
should be definitely stated that a man should
have only one vote for each Chamber of the-
Legiglature. It scems that the Government
are in favour of a property qualifieation. No
one can defend that on democratic grounds.
When a certain individual owns property in
seven or eight different provinces why should
ho he entitled to seven or eight votes for
the Legislative Council¥ The member for
North-Bagt Fremantle, in the proposed
amendment to the Municipal Corporations
Act, definitely cuts ont the provision for
plural voting so far as road boards or muniei-
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palities are concerned. If the Government
desive to make any show of democracy they
ghould introduce the sume sort of provision
so far as the Legislative Council is concerncd.
I suggest that they should bring in an amend-
ment to provide that when a person hag pro-
perty in five or six different provinees he should
only be allowed to vote for that province in
which he lives, In reference to the soldicr’s
vote, we know why that is introduced. Tt is
suggested that the soldiers should have a
say in the government of the country, and
that there is no valid reason why they should
be denied a vote. I am prepared to support
an extension of the franchise in any direc-
tion. Bo far as this particular provision is
eoncerned, my opinion is that it has been
introduced in order to eombat the arguments
that those men who fought for the ecountry
should bave a say in the government of the
country both in the Legislative Couneil and
the Legislative Assemnbly. In conneetion
with the extension of the sessions of Parlia-
ment, as things are at present we have a Par-
liament of about four sessions and the busi-
ness of two sessiong is not done properly. I
sapport the fixing of the election some time
enrly in the year in order that we may have
three full sessions and be able to do three
scssions of good work, The last session is
plways devoted to electioneering. Tt only
lasta for three or four weceks, and there is
no good work done at all in connection with
it. 1f the election took place at the ordinary
time wo should have another session of this
Parliament beforo the end of next Scptem-
ber, in which very little useful work would
bo done to warrant the expense of calling
this House together then, I favour the prin-
ciple of holding the election some time dur-
ing the carly part of the year. Perhaps if
wa were to extend the life of this Parliament
for another fivc months, the Government
would bave an opportunity of carrying out
their promise to straighten the finances. Tt
may, thercfore, be of advantage to them, I
do not think they ean do very much in that
direction, but I am willing to give them a
little more time in which to exercise that
business acumen of which we have so often
heard. I hope the Government will take into
eonsiderntion the necessity of introducing
the prineiple of household suffrage, and save
& lot of the prosccutions which have undoubt-
edly been launched under the present Act.
I suppert the second reading of the Bill,

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [740]: I
have been wondering who is the draftsman
of this measure. Who gave the instructions
to the one who did the real work of put-
ting it into verbinge? Whose brilliancy of in-
telleet was it that jumbled all these elements
80 incongruous in their charaeter, into the
one Bill, to come out as we now behold
them?®  Were general instroctions given to
take a peep at the South Australian Act,
the New Zealand Aet, and the speeches of
the leader of the Opposition, and pay
attention to the general agitations of wo-
men’s leagues throughout Awstralia? Take
all these together, put them all into shape,
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and in some form or other to make a Bill
of thew! 'There does not seem ta have been
any aim te accomplish directly and com-
pletely any reform. There seems to have
been no decided purpose in view when the
draftsman eommeneed his labours. It is
pateh work; it has nothing of the elements
of greatness or statesmanship about it. It
iz merely adding on to the plaid kilts a
bit of cotton from, say, South Ameriea,
merely making a  greater conglomeration
than existed in our previous Aect. It is
piebald in every respect, having nothing
marked or relicving in its features, I can
well understand the object of the measure,
uot to really reform, not to make the path
of progress more smooth for our auccessors
to warch upon, not to point to a glorious
aim in front of us, but merely to throw out
sops te the public, merely a bone here, a
bone there, to keep the people chewing until
the next election is over, something to take
off the criticismg that might well be levelled
ngainat this Government and ita predeces-
gors for their lethargy, their ineptitnde and
their genera! disqualification for the oecen-
pancy of the Treasury benches. If that was
their objeet they may have succeeded, hut
they have certainly satisfied nobody. I can
well understand that they fancy they have
nchieved a tremendous triumph in winning
votes over to their side by giving women
the full and logical outcome of the granting
of the vote, Truly the remarks of the mem-
ber for Perth (Mr. Pilkington) would have
been apropos if they had been used against
those innovators who gave to this country
adult suffrage of course irrespective of sex,
If we give woman the right to enter politics,
surely we must give lher a chance of the
fruits. It certainly cannot be regarded as
women'’s sphere generally to enter polities.
It cannot be contended that she should use
her time and talents in the study of the
great questions of the day. Women’s part
in the life of the nation is great and mar-
vellous, but it is uot altogether upon the
platform. But that does not prevent those
who have that partieular kind of talent cxer-
cising what talent they have. Ar a matter
of fact, physiologically there are no perfect
men 2n0d no perfect women. Women have
in some instances markedly developed mas-
culine eharacteristics, and there are men who
have developed some feminine charncteristies.

Mr. Green: TFor instanee in another place.

Hon. T. WALKER: I would not say
necessarily in another place. I do not think
we need go so far. In some instances there
are manly women and certainly there are
old-womanly men, We cannot make hard
and fast qualifications for a seat in Par-
liament on this ground alone. Tn the process
of continuing the human race the ealls upon
women’s nervous -enerZics, her mental quali-
ties, her physieal endurance and her vitality
are enormous. She cannot comnete fairly
in the battle of the strong, There are some
who do not “desire to follow the ordinary
course, who to a certain extent annul the
qualities of their sex, or hold them in sub-
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ordination. If they like to wse their ener-
gies in participating in the making of the
laws which coneern the whole race, both
male and female, and childhood as well, what
logic is there in dcbarring them§ If it were
a question of physical or mental fitness, we
conll weed out a  tremendous lot
of our politicians throughout Australia.
There are some politicians physically weak
and mentally imperfect, who are not eapable
of taking a broad view of anything. Often
men of the groatest imperfection, almost im-
beeility of character in the direction of men-
tal deficiency, have been clacted and put in
positions of trast, and nobody has com-
plained. Take some of the women who are
before the public in Australia, in capaecity
for reason, in acumen, foresight, analytical
qualities and powers- of conatruction, they
stand away ahead of many male legisla-
tors in Australian Parliaments. They are
few T admit, but if their accession to
this Chamber wonld be of value, why shut
them out? Wherever they have competed,
women have stood high in the ranks. In
poetry, science, art, upon the dramatic stage,
even in the chairy of the queens of the earth,
we have had women of grandeur, greatness,
and ronown. O:xce wo give woman the vote
we should give her eqnal opportunities.
talent woman has, give her the right to ex-
ercise it, Let the doors that are open to men
be open to women algo. Queens like Zenobia,
Elizabeth, aud Vietoria have stood in the
limelight of the world’s splendour and have
stood the test of the fierce light that beats
around the throve. We must not forget, too,
that very often our women have been the
very foremost in pointing out pathways to
men to make humman society more complete,
and more secure in its passage onward to
greater things. There are those in the
sphere of womanhood who have laid dowa
the path that men are proud to follow, In
modern days who was it that helped the poor
mateh girls in London? Not a man; the
leader was a woman. The world knows these
facts. T could go on for half an hour men-
tioning the names of distinguished women.
I cannot see any harm in admitting them to
an assemblage of this kind. In the Londen
County Council for many years past women
have filled distinguished places. Now comes
the question of the soldiers, I am at one
with the member for Perth (Mr. Pilkington),
Tt is absolutely a sham, it is merely a
sop thrown out indiscriminately, it is foolish
and stupid to a degree, it has not one leg of
logie to stand upon, If you give the re-
turned soldier a vote however poor he may
be, what logie have you for depriving every
good citizen of a vote, however poor he may
be? Also, there is danger in this sort of legis-
lation. Tt is making a military easte in our
midst. We are doing what was done in Ger-
many, making a military order, a super order,
a clags in our midst distinet from ordinary
citizens, no longer citizens but soldiers with
speeial  distinctions and special liberties.
That is the very antithesis of democracy, It
is a move in the wrong direction, and the
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only argument that ean be used in its sup-
port is that it is a slight broadening of the
franchise. But it is an enlargement without
any logic to defend it.

The Minister for Mines: Tt must have
had logic in 1916, becanse it was then put
into the Governor’s Speech.

Hon. T. WALKER: Still it has no logie.
It has sentiment, but not logic.

Mr, Johnston: You are always guided by

sentiment.

Hon. T. WALKER: The hon. member
knows nothing of what sentiment is. He
never had auy in his life, -

Mr, Nairn: He has no soul,

Hon. T. WALKER:; I do mot wish to be
guided by sentiment. Tn this instance I
want to be guided by the logic of faots.
There is only sentiment in the supposition
that soldiers should have something which
others upen their level in life eannot possess.
What are these soldiers if not citizensy They
are citizens first, soldiers aftter. If, beeause
of their citizenship, they are entitled to a
vote, then the vote should be given to all
citizens irrespective of whether they have
the good Iuek or ill luck te have volun.
tarily gone to the war. There are others with
quite a3 much desire to be patriotic, but who,
‘beeause of some physical defect or some ob-
ligation to dependants were unable to go, or
who, beeause of age stayed at home; but
they were quite as loyal, quite as patriotie,
quite as anxious to defend the country, quite
as desirous of defeating the Kaiser and as
enthusiastic in the ery of **Win the war’'
as were those who went. But they are not to
have a voice in selecting our semators or our
superiors in another place. Can there be any
logic in that, whoever introduced it in 1916
or has advocated it since? Is there logie in
depriving others, of the same mental and
patrioti¢ basis, neglecting one lot and in-
cluding ancther? Is this another reward, is
this one of the gifts similar to the promise
by the Prime Minister to the seldiers? If
it ig not, if it ie on the scorc of citizenship,
if it is of value, then it is of value all round.
Ts it admitted that giving these soldiers
votes will be of benefit to the country? Is it
adinitted that including soldiers in the roll
of the franchise for the Upper House is to
the benefit of Weatern Australia for all
time? If it be admitted, if that is its pur-
pose, for the benefit of the country, then en-
larging the franchise on the same basiz will
be of still greater benefit to the country. If
it is not to he of benefit to the country, if it
iy wrong to the country, if it is to injure the
country, what are the Government bringing
it down for? It is brought down, presumably,
becovze it is going to benefit the State. If
so, then a wider application of the same
principle will be of still further henefit to
the State, and that is what I want. When
we got into Committee we require to still
further widen the franchise, and I trust we
shall be able to do it. Otherwise the Bill
will be an illegical abortion. Aa to the
other changes alleged to be introduced,
they are mere camouflage. This distinetion
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between householders, this definition of a
householder’s power to vote, is as elusive as
it is possibie to make it in a legislative meus-
ure. We arc not one iota advauced on the
cld Bill. Lo pretend that this is a reform
is a subterfuge. There is no reform in it.
To pretend that we are getting rid of the an-
noyanees awd irritations and penalties that
existed under the old Act is to play the hypo-
crite, There is-no virtue in it at all. The
Attorney General has promised to look into
that. If he does not do so, I hope hon. memn-
hers will do so0 whea we get into Commitiee.
I have only one more word to say, and that
ia as to the lengthening of the term of Par-
liamient. Semebody saidl we had no author-
ity to do it. Ncither have we. If we are
‘going to do it, why not make a hold joh
of it and keep us here forever? What is
the good of this pretenee that it is simply
to cnable us te get to a fitting season, a niee
time of the year? They ean go hefore their
masters whenever they please! The masters
would be only too glad to see them ocea-
sionally and have a voice in the destiny of
tiie conntry. Buot no, they want to lengthen
it out, to get a hold, to get the public used
to them, to wait until their sins are forgotten.
I shall not give my consent to that. When
in Committec I shall Lhave a word to say
upon it. T ecan understand their going abont
their business and asking their masters to
approve them, for they are a new lot, a rag-
tail lot, it T may ro put it without offence.
They have come, nohody knows whence. At
the Iast elections the public never contem-
plated smeh lkaleidoscopic ebanges as we have
seen, It wag mnever cxpected the whirligig
of time would produee such a miraculous
disptay of froth as we have scen in Parlia-
mentary Covernment during the last few
years. So T will not object if they go before
their masters earlior, but without consulting
the people I cannot comsent to prolonging
our time to suit our own sweet will. That
ts mot what wisec people do, and I think if
women were here they would not allow us
to do it.

Mr. ANGELO {Gascoyne) [8.10]: T sup-
port the sccond reading. Tnlike the member
for Perth (Mr. Pilkington), I agree that it
would be wise to provide for women having
seats in Parlianment. The other evening I
was one of five who voted against the prin-
ciple of women heing appointed justices of
the peace. But the appointment of justices
of the peace is political and does not assure
that only the best women ghall be made jus-
tices of the peace. On the other hand, to
enter Parliament women muat be elected by
the electors. That is where the differcnce
lics. We can rest assured that, having to
secure the approval of a large number of
clectors, a woman entcring Parliament will
he one of some mental capacity and in every
way fit to represemt her clectorate. The
member for Kanowna (Hon. T, Walker) has
ably advocated the rights of women to enter
politica. T endorse what he said, In every
wallk of life women, where thay have had
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equal opportunity with men, have proved
themselves highly capable.  In literature,
medicine, edueation and other professions
they have proved fully proficient, They
have been debarred from becoming barristers
and members of Parliament, and therefore
they have not been able to prove themselves
in those positions.

Mr. Nairn: They are not barred from the
Federal Parlizment,

Mr., ANGELO: No, but the male electors
have taken care that they should not have a
chance. During the war women did a won-
derful lot of worl, not only in knitting socks
and minor avocations of that kind, but in
dealing with large funds and earrying on
patriotic organisations they have proved
themselves highly capable administrators.
Again, owing to the ravages of the war, we
have lost thousands of our soldiers, and in
consequence large numbers of women will
never be married, and so will not be repre-
sented in Parliament by their husbands,
Surely it iz omly fair that those women
should have a chance to sit in Parlia-
ment themselves. They have to pay taxes,
just as men do. They have to obey the laws
which men make, Surely they should be al-
lowed to come here and have some say in
the making of those laws and the levying of
taxes. However, I think the Mocusec has
arrived at a determination on the point.
Great Britain permits her women to sit in
Parliament.

Mr, Davics: Australia has done it long
before.

Mr., ANGELO: True, the Federal Parlia-
ment has donpe it also, and I do not think this
State will be far wrong in follewing the two
examples zet. Clause 5 deals with contracts,
The Attorney General has told us that it is
very probable cvery mcmber of the Touse
is infringing our present Constitution by
untering in some petty way into ecntraers
with the Government, The clause is a good
one, and will remove a difficulty. As the
life of Parliament is only three years, there
cannot be much danger of any member abus-
ing the fact of his holding a seat in Par-
liament, Clavnse 6 deals with Ministers’ sub-
mitting themselves to re-clection on accept-
ing Cabinet rank. In my opinion, this is an
extra expense which conld well be done with-
out; and again here we ean well follow the
example of the Federal Parliament. Clause
7 refers to the Upper House and I under-
stand from the Attorney General that we
shall only be following the recommenda-
tions of the scleet committee in passing this
clanse. Clavge 8 deals with the prolongation
of the life of this Parliament. I for my
part eare not whether that life is prolonged
or shortened, but one phase of the question
does appeal to me. We have large numbers
of our soldiers retnrning, and only about
1,000 have so far heen settled on the land,
whereas the Premier expects to have 5,000
or 6,000 settled there. I do not suppose 50
per cent. of the returned men have yet
decided what line of life they will pursue
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in futurc. If the elections are held in May or
June next, I fear that not more than perhaps
double the number already seftled will have
been restored to civil life. The position
wouldd be different if the elections were de-
ferred until the following March or April
It is hoped that by then the majority of our
soldiers will have settled down in civil life
once more, having decided what occupations
they intend to follow. Thus the putting off
of the clections for a period of only 10
weeks, instead of shortening the life of
Partiament by six or seven wmonths, will
enable practically all our soldiers to have s
say as to who shall represent them in
Parliament. Clavses 3 and 4 of the Bill
deal with the franchise for the TUpper
House. Hon. members opposite desire that
it should be an advit franchise, but that
would simply mean an Upper House which
was a duplication of this Chamber.

Mr., Mungie: We want the Upper House
wiped out altogether. We say there is mno
necessity for it.

Mr. ANGELO: If the hon. member will
bear with me a moment or two, he will find
that I am of the same opinion. I cannot
for the life of wme see the foree of the Op-
position’s argument,
they suggest would mean the same position
here as in the Federal Parliament—3a Sen-
ate and a House of Representatives re-
turned by the same electors. That iz a
duplieation which can be done without. Hon.
members opposite have said that they are
jn favonr of wiping out the Henate. Very
good. But then why introduce anything of
the same kind here in this State? Our Up-
per House is costing us from £15,000 to
£20,000 a year. My own view is that that
£15,000 or £20,000 2 year zould well be
saved, There are a number of good men in
the Upper Chamber who could come into
this Chamber.

The Minister for Mines: What would you
do with all the good men in this Chamber?

Mr. ANGELO: Some of us would, ne
doubt, be replaced by abler mer from the
Upper House. :

The Minister for Mines:
self.

Mr. ANGELO: That ia my idea. T have
been here for three years, and have watehed
the operations of the Upper House, the
House of review; and I fail to see where the
existence of that House is justified.

Mr. Munsie: You should have been here
when we were sitling on the Government
benches. Then you would have seen the
justifieation for the existence of the Upper
Honse.

Mr, ANGELO: We have to review a great
deal that the other Chamber is supposed
to have reviewed., Amncther place sends
amendments here, and this House Trejects
them, and they are never heard of again. T
really do mot care whether Clanses 3 iand 4
are retained, or wiped out, or amended; but
I do trust that a chance will very shortly
present itself of going the whole hog, as
the leader of the Opposition once said, and
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of brivging in legislation to constitute a
single Chamber composed of the best men
and women that this State can produce.

Mr, JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin)
[8.28]: The number of important reforms
introduced by this mcasure shows that the
present Government are right up to date as
ragards progressive legislation—a state of
affairs that uo doubt is in some degrec due
to the presence of the Country party in this
Chamber, The right of women to sit here
and in another place appears to me to be an
absolutely logical sequence of adult suf-
frage. [t is surprising to me that during
the number of years adult suffrage has ob-
tained under our Constitution this reform
was not previously proposed. To my mind
the mere aceident of sex should not debar
any eitizen from the right to aspire to any
public office under our Constitution, Every
voter should have the right to offer his or
her services for any position under our Con-
stitution, I feel sure that when the day
comes that women reformers oecupy the seats
opposite it will be a pleasant sight.

Mr, Munsie: You want to be very ecareful,
A woman reformer might get your seat.

Mr. JOEHNSTON: Social legislation cspeei-
ally will, I am sure, he improved by women
reprasentatives, There are other disabilities
under which women suffer, and which might
well be removed by this same measure. 1
fail to see why the Government should insist
upon a woman teacher’s resigning her posi-
tion when she marries.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not disenss that matter under this Biil

Mr. JOHNSTON: The member for Perth
(Mr. Pilkington) is opposed to women en-
tering this Chamber, but I venture to say
that before many years he will find them not
only here but algo praetising in those courts
where his forensic abilities are now dis-
rlayed. The Government should introduce
that reform glso, se that women might prac-
tise as lavyers in the same way as they now
practise the profession of medieine. With
regard to the giving of a vote for the Upper
House to the returned soldiers, I did not
think there was onec member of this Chamber
who would oppose that proposal as the mem-
ber for Perth has done. If a man is pre-
pared to die for his country, he should cer-
tainly have egvery civie right accorded to him
o his return,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Those who tried to

.go to the war were prepared to do the same

thing,

Mr. JOHANSTON: True; but the man who
actually went, after being wrged from =a
thousand fplatforms to go, after unlimited
promises of preference on his return had
been made to him, is at the very least en-
titled to the privilege of the franchise for
all Houses of Parlinment. In view of the
promises made to the soldiers, the Govern-
ment could not have done less than they have
dcne under this measure, especially in view
of the fact that our returned soldiers, by a
resolution earried at their recent conference,
have with practical nuanimity asked for the
Upper House franchise. This provision
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alone justifies the introduction aud the pass:
ing of the measure. I am sorry to find that
on this point the member for Kanowna (Mr,
‘Walker} holds a diffcrent opinionm to-day
from that which he held on the 20th .Tualy,
1916, when the Labour Government of the
day forecasted, in the Governor’s Speech,
the extension of the franchise to all returned
soldiers on the [ines covered by this measure.
Unlike the member for Kanowna, I hold on
that point exactly the same opinion now as
in 1816,

My, Jones: Ts that the only point upon
which you have not changed your opinions?

Mr. JOHNSTON: No; T am consistent.
The influenee of the returned soldiers will be
a (emoeratic one, and will help to alter
that constitation of the Upper House which
bas been so happily deseribed to-night by an
hon, membor opposite. I regret that the
Government, whilst altering the Upper House
{ranchise, kave not seen fit to introduee a
aimple household suffrage. Tt iz very hard
to draw the ltine of demareation between the
man who rars o rent of ¥s. a week for a
house, amt vho will be entit'ed uwder this
Bill to vote for the Upper House, and the
wan who pays a rent of only 6s. per weak,
and whom this measure will debar from vot-
jng for the Legislative Council. T fail to
gee why the Government shonld discriminate
between these two classes of citizens.  The
man paying 6s. per week rent wmay be better
educated thon the man paying 7s. per weck,
and the influence of the former in the affairs
of the conntry might be just as valuable as
thot of the latter,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There are many
houscholders paying 6s. per week rent on
the sawmills,

My, JOHXSTON: T do not think the limi-
tation would deny the vote to many house-
hollers; but, if that is the ease, why should
not the Government throw open the gates
amd prant the franchise for the Legislative
Council to all honseholders? Tn the mean-
time T would urge the Government not to
make criminals of people by prosecuting
them hceanse they happen to be paying Gd.
& weel less in rent than they think their
properties are worth. I refer to those cases
where there is merely a desire to have a
voice in the government of the country., It
appears to me that ‘the basis should he house-
hold saffwage; that if & man has hiz home
and his family here, he should be given a
vote Tor the Tegislative Council cven if the
rental value of his home is 6d. per weeck
less than the amount stated in this Bill. The
hasis of the franchise for the Legislative
Couneil might well be permanemce of resi-
dency here. If a man has his home and his
family bere, we know he ig & permanent resi-
dent whose interests are bound unp with the

permanency and progress of this State. I .

think that the exisiing six montbs residence
in the State should be retained. If a
person has lived here pix months and hia
home is here I would ask the Government to
accept an amendment on the basis of piving
him a- vote. . S .

. a
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- Hon, W. C. Angwin: Why not make it six
months in Aunstralia? L

Mr. JOHNSTON: We have to conside
our State in these matters particularly at. ¢
time when the political parties in the East
ern States are trying to wrest so many Stat
rights from us. If the Government deeid:
on gix months residence in Western Australie
and household suffrage, it will be a very
good hasis.

Mr. JONES (Fremantle) [8.32]: Some
time in the eighth century a conference of
bishopas sat around a table somewhere in
the south of Europe and sclemnly discussed
the question as to whether or not women had
a soul.

The Minister for Mines: When was that{

Mr, JONES: The hon. member can-look
it up in the ehureh almanae,

The Minister for Mines: Yes, but T would
rather hear it first hand from one who was
there. -

Mr, JONES: At a council of hishops held
in Njee in 787 the question was discussed
whether or not a woman had a soul, Tt never
gecearred to them to diseuss the question
whether or not a man had & soul. That was
probably because they were all men.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think this Bill
deals with the souls of women or wmen.

Mr. JONES: This evening the House has
solamnly discussed the gnestion as to whether
women should sit in Parliament.

Mr, SPEAKER: But it has not disecussed
the guestion as to whether 2 woman has a
soul or not.

Mr. JONES: Very well, if the Speaker ob-
jeets to my spesking at all, T will sit down.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no desire to pre-
vent the hon. member from continuing his
speech,

Hon. P. Collier: X submit that the hon, mem-
ber shoul he permitted to continuc to argue
as to whether or not women possess a soul.
That might influence hon. members in com-
ing to & decision on the subject of whether
women shonid be permitied to sit in Parlia-
ment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Ts the hon. mem-
ber riging to a point of order? .

Hon. P. Collier: I contend that the mem-
ber for Fremantle wag in order in referring
to the question as to whether or not 2 woman
had a sonl, and on that point he might decide
to oppose permission being granted to
woinen to sit in this House,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will
need to discuss that under some other Bill,
not under this one. I rule the member for
Boulder out of order.

Hon. P. Collier: Then I shall move thaf
your ruling be disagreed with. :

Mr. SPEAKER: The'hon. member ig at
liberty to do that. "

Hon. P. Collier: T certainly shall do .so.

‘T do not require any permigsion. Before the

m.ember for Fremantle had time to connept
his argument ag to whether. or not & womgn
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‘:;nd we wonld never haye voted for it.
fone Imows that better' than -the
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had a
say——-
" Mr; SPEAKER: T Qid not vule' the mem-
ber for Fremantle out of oider. I asked
himn not to digeuss whether or not women
bad "a soul aud hé said he would not con-
tinue, and then resumed his seat.”

Hon, P. Collier: I fail to realise the dis-
tinction hetween telling an hon. imember that
he cannot diseuss a question and ruling him
ount of order.

My, SPEAKER: "The hon. member haid
dimple opportunity to diseuss the Bill after
I drew his attention to the fact that the
question of a woman’s soul had nothing to
do with the Bill. TIf I had ruled him out of
order, it would have been a diffevent thing.
The member for Fremantle was goite in
order in diseussing the Bill as it applies to
women.

Hon., P. Collier: T only want the member
for Tremantle to have a fair deal.

Mr. SPEARER: I will give the hon. mem-
ber a fair deal.

AMr. JONES: T do not intend to procecd
further,

Hon, members: G‘o on; continue,

Mr. JONES: In order to pot my argn-
ments elearly before hon. members I shall
have to quote Clause 2 of the Bill. Tt sets
ont—

The Counstitution Acts Amendment Aet,

1899, ia hereby amcended, as follows:—

(a) By omitting from section three
thereof, in the definition of ‘‘Person,’’
the words ‘‘in sections fifteen, sixteen,
seventeen, twenty-six, twenty-seven, and
twenty-eight;’’ and

(b.) By omitting from sections seven
and twenty thereof, respectively, the
words ‘““man’’ and “‘he be,?? and insert-
ing in place thereof the words ‘Tper-
son’? and ‘such person is.”’

and the memorandum relating to this par-
ticular clanse reads, ‘‘The effect of Clause
2 is to enable women to be clected as mem-
bers of Parliament.”” I respectfully  wish,
with the pcrmlssmn of the Bpeaker, to ais
euss Clanse 2, bnt exactly what phase of the
question T am permitted to touch upon it is
hard to say. When I was ‘interrupted T was
referring to the council of bishops and T 'in-
tended to say that that eouneil of the dark
ages did not disenss the question as to
whether men had a soul becanse they hap-
pened to be & eouncil of men, This House
to-night Las disenssed the quertion as to
whether women should have a right to sit
in Parliament. Tt has not occurred to us
to consider whether a man has a
right to sit in Parliament, probably bhe-
cause we are all men. T wmlt right here
to congratnlate the member for Perth on
his  homesty in stating what is an

aoul» with' what he intended to

_absgolute faet. Did we not know that this

provision of the Bill would be abrolutely
usgeleas, it would never have heen introduced
No
Attorney
‘Reneral who 1ntrodnced it.” We cannat blame

24 iin for refusing 4 woman equal Fight of

eitizeuship any mare than we can blame men
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giving her the: franehisersome years ago. [
will leave that question, however, and just
deal with rewng [oints which have heen raised.
The member for W]lhmnhNnuogm has qmte
convinced me of the necessity for the scetion
which gives the returned soldier a vote for
the Legislative Council. T must say that
previously to that T had doubted whether it
was exactly the right thing, but the fine pat-
riotic utterances which he has giver voice
to to-night and the magnificent display of
soul-stirring sentimentality which has come
from him, have convineed me that the re-
turned soldiers are entitled to a vote, but I
am gatisfied that the Attorncy General has
not gone far enough. T am satisfed too that
there are men who 4ure not returned seldiers
in this State who have morc than one vote
for the Legislative Couneil. In fact, I be-
lieve certain electors in thigs State hnve as
many as 10 votes—one vote in each of tho
10 Legislative Council provinces. Tn order
to be logieal, the Attorney Gene-al imust
consent in Committee to amend that clanze
to give evory returned saldier, every man who
hug bicen appointed an officer or enlisted as
a member of IHis Majesty's naval or militavy
forces or the naval or military forces of the
Commonweatth, and gerved in such forces in
the recent war, und has resided in the eles-
toral provinece for which he claims to De
ragistered for a continuous period of ona
mouth immediately preceding his claim—
that man must be entitled to 11 vofes for the
Legislative Couneil,

Hon, Members:

Mr, JONES: Np, we are dealing with
men who have done more for the country
than those who have stayed at home.

Hon. P, Collier: As th: elertors =howed
last Saturday.

My, JONES: Tt wonld appear from that
that wothing is teo good for owur soldiers
cxcept of course where it ia a matter of a
newspaper proprictor coming into contact
with a soldier, hut this House will not make
the wistake that the electors of the Metro-
politan Province made.

Ten votes.

Mr. Munsie: Tt was only one section, the
‘West Perth end.
Mr. JONES: Members of this House I

think will certainly deal more justly and
more logically with the question than it was
dealt with last Baturday, and I think the
Attorney General in view of that will agree
to an amendment fo grant 11 votes to cvery
man who was a memher of cither the nrmv
or navy during the last war. At any rate T
intend in Committee to test the feeling of
the House by moving sueh an amendment.
The member for Gascoyne {Mr. Angelo) is
anxions to see the extension of the life of
this Parliament. T must say that T am not
in accord with that. If the Government
really want an election in February, why not
have it next Februaryt T do not see any
reason to prevent it. T do not think the At
torney General has pul forward any reason
why an election rhould not- be he]d next year
instend of the year after.” -

Mr., Harlwick:

Would you hke- an elee-
tion next year?
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Yes.

My, JONES:
I will sece what I can do

Mr. Hardwick:
for you.

Mr, JONES: If it is necessary to dis-
solve Parlizment irn the month of February
let us have !t six wmonths earlier instead of
gix months later. The member for Gaseoyne
has also told us that he wants to wait until
all the refurned men get back so that they
can vote at the coming eleetion for both this
Chamber and ancther place. I would sug-
gest to the Attorney General that such a pro-
cecding is not necessary; he could take the
votes of soldiers as they are coming hame.
In that matter probably the State Electoral
Department has o little to learn from the
Commonwealth Electornl Department, aand
the same procedure cotid be adopted in con-
pection with the soldiers returning to the
State as was followed in the ease of the
soldiers who were returning on a transport
enly on Sunday last. It was nob even naces-
sary for those soldiers to come ashore in
order to vote. The Commonwealth electoral
officer waited on them on the vessel and,
without giving them an opportunity to find
ont what eclection was on, they were per-
mitted to vote just how they liked.

Mr. Angelo: Many of them did not even
know where they resided.

Mr. FONES: And many did not know for
whom they were voting. I am submitting to
the Attorney General that here is an exeel-
lent way of getting in votes thaf are requirad
to enable the Government to beld their ma-
jority. It wonld ba an excellent thing to get
the votes of soldiers before they found out
who was standing or cven what kind of Gov-
ernment it was that they were asked to sup-
port. It is eertain that, with the present oe-
cupants of the Treasory benches, as with the
TFederal Government, onee the soldiers find
oul what sort nf Government they are asked
te support, no support will be fortheoming.
With the oue amendwent I have indicated, I
am prepared to support the sccond reading
of the Rill. I very wmuch regret that I was
rot allowed to deal further, ag other members.
have done, with the question of women sit-
ting a=z members of this House,

Mr. SPRAXER: The hon. member is
quitz in order in dealing with that aspect of
the question if he wishea.

[The Depaty Speaker took the Chair.]

Alr. ROCKE (South Fremantle) (8.46]:
The time has long past since it has Dbeen
necessary to offer any apology to the grant-
ing of equal rights to women. Even if it is
to alew them to sit in Parliament or ce-
eopy seats on  the jodicial benches, women
have gunalified and are qualifying every day
to oceupy any position at present obtainable
by men. 1 think it was on the opening day
of the present session that I brought under
the notice of the Government the need for re-
form in this direction. I asked several
questions, one of which was whether the
Government would introduce legislation to

permit of women heing eligible to sit in

[ASSEMBLY.]

Parliament. I am glad to see this Bill,
cause it is a step in the right direction.
though the reform has been tardy in
appearance, it is betfer late than never, !
L think it will be welcomed by every mu
ber of a democratic turn of mind. If
go back a little—and it is not necessary
go far into the dim ages—we come to
time when primitive man set forth fr
his cave to kill an animal or two, and t}
retired to a secluded nook in the forest
jungle, with other primitive men, there
disenss the beginning of polities and, iv
dentally, to keep fur himself every rig
and privilege. This order of things 1
eontinued from that time almost up to {
present, until just now we are trying
break through the error of those dark sag
and let a little light intoe the sphere
cupied by women., Primitive woman in t
cave not only cooked the game and ma
clothing of its skin, necklaces and bra
lets of its teeth, ete., but, in cvery way, s
was a slave to her lord and master. Man h
advanced immeasurably from that in ti
twentieth century, but the same cannot
said of woman, She has not made the sar
advancement and, in faet, she ig still
many respects a cave dweller, only becau
she has beon prohibited by man from rising
that position for which Nature has fitted he
During the last week or two, I have se
some of the work accomplished by womi
in connection with the caring for childwe
who have been taken under the wings
charity. The work was remarkably fine by
apart from the work, their administratis
ability was apparent to the observer.

Hon. W, G. Angwin  That is where the
excelled.

Mr. ROCKE: If they have administr
tive ability i one phase of life, they wi
have it in another, even in the realms ¢
Parliament. If a woman is capable of bea
ing a recasoning being, it follows that sb
herself must he capable of reasoning, for
stream ean rise no higher than its source
and in that faet alone we have suflicier
jnstifiention for giving to women that whie
this Bill s designed to grant them. Dealin
with other aspects of this measure, I have n
ohjection whatever to soldiers having a vot
for another place, whether they are pot
sessed of bricks and mortar or not. Whil
I am sorry to see any attempt to build up
military caste in the community, I woul
grant to soldiers this privilege because
desire to see cvery man and every wome
plaeed in the same position. If the soldie
iz entitled to this special privilege, then th
bona fide reject is also ontitled to the sam
consideration. A man who eoffered himsel
for active service could not do any more
Although the man who was able to'go furthe:
and place his body in the trenches and risl
his life did a great work, the reject was pre
vented from doing so probably because of ;
physzieal disability for which he was not re
spongible, If the privilege is granted to om
section of the community, it should also I
granted to the other.
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Mr, Willcock: Some men were rojected
becanse of their age.

Mr, ROCKE: Home men were too old to
engage on active military service, but I am
Jooking forward to the day when the pro-
perty qualification will be entirely elimin-
ated. I look forward to the time when the
fact of a man being a eitizen will be suffi-
‘eient qualifieation for him to have a vote
for amether place. The Bill also provides
for the extension of the life of Parliament.
It is admitted on every hand that the
general eleetions take place at the wrong
period of the year. The session has to be
broken and members have to go to their
masters and ask to be returmed for another
term. As it is not possible under present
conditions to deal with the Eastimates which
come before Parliament each year, the
change will be one in the right direction.
When 1 say it is not possible to deal with
the Estimates, I mean in every way except
that which appreoaches a farce, beeanse the
money has nearly always bheen expended be-
fore Parliament sanctions the spending of
it. It is a matter of only a few wecks. I
do not think the electors will have any cb-
jeetion te the prolongation of the life of
Parliament for that short period. There
are one or two other provisions in the Bill
which will make for the advancement of
the community, and any measure eoming be-
fore the House which makes for any ad-
vancement I intend to support. 1 have much
pleasure in supporting the second reading of
the Bill.

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [5.55]: When
the Constitotion Act Amendmdnt Bill was
before the House last session, exception was
taken by a majority of members to the im-
elugion of the proposal embodied in the pre-
gsent Bill for extending the franchise to re-
turned soldiers. I should like to quote from
“‘Hansard’* a few lines to which I gave
utteraneo on that oecasion—

No evidence can be given of any such
mavement (in other States) except in one
direetion which nearly every member has
condemucd, mamely, the extension of the
franchise to those men who have made
every sacrifice for the country. Those are
the very peopie that, members say, deserve
no consideration from the State other
than that extended to any other citizen.

No excgption was taken to those remarks,
and it ean be readily conceded that tho gen-
eral trend of opinion of members of this
Chamber was opposed to this concession,
though it might reasonably be inferred from
my remarks that I was prepared to extend
that privilege to those men, as I am to-day.
With regard to the latter part of the Bill,
with whieh T wish to deal mere particularly,
namely the extension of the life of thiz Par-
liament, members seem to be confused on
this issue, judging from the ecxpressions
which have fallen from their lips. The mem-
ber for South Fremantle (Mr. Rocke} con-
fined tbe measure to this Parliament. T take
it this is not the main point at issue. The
amendment will apply to all Parliaments in
the future which will be in a like position
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to the present Parliament. Because we are
tavourably disposed towards the life of this
Parliament being extended, there would have
been no reason to condemn the measure if
the alteration had been in the other direc-
tion and had shortened the life of this Par-
liament. Not alone in view of the faet thdt
the Bill will extend the life of the present
Parliament by a brief period, but also in
view of the better date which the Bill pro-
vides for the general elections, I.shall cer-
tainly vote for the second reading. '

Mr. Johnston: You will be able to travel
without getting bogged.

Mr. PICEERING: During the last elee-
tion it was almost impossible to get over any
part of the country, Travelling was exceed-
jugly heavy. Roads were washed out and it
was only by riding or driving that one could
get through my clectorate and surely, when
travelling is so diffiealt, that is the wrong
time of the year to hold the elections.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They might be burned
out in the North. You migh] as well be
bogged as that they should be burnt out.

Mr, PICKERING: The member for North-
East Fremantle can searcely sympathise with
country mombers because, to members of the
ngtropolitan arez2, it matters not at what
time general elections take place. They have
every convenience at their disposal. 1In the
eountry, howesver, where men have large areas
to traverse under very adverse conditions, it
is only right that a date should be fixed
which will enable them to travel with reason-
able safety and comfort.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: On the eastern gold-
fields and in the north, Wwinter time is the
best.

Mr., PICKERING: The rain would not
make much differexce on the goldficlds at
this time of the year. Regurding the ques-
tion of the extension of the privilege to
women, after the oration of the member for
Kanowna (Mr. Walker), any member who
had any doubts of the wisdom and justice of
the innovation must have had his doubts dis-
pelied. T Ao not believe that the passing of
this measure will very much alter the com-
plesion of this House. I do not think mem-
bers, in their hearts, believe it will, and I
am of the opinion that, like much more which
has taken place, this is only a concession
which members think it judicious to grant.
It is not a case of any helef that women
should oceupy seats in this Chamber, hut
members are actuated by the belief that it
js o eonccssion, and the more they give the
more they are likely to obtain in the way of
suffrages. With the member for Perth (Mr,
Pilkington), whom I honestly admire for the
convietions which he expressed so fearlessly,
I deplove that at this time everything is
being made n matter of electiongering.
To-day we are offering anything and cvery-
thing for the sake of our political sonis. It
is not n matter of belief in prineiples, hut
every motive seems to be backed with the
one idea of getting returned to Parliament,
There iz not much sineerity in this, . ;

Mr. Rocke: ¥You arc speaking for your-
self. '
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‘Mr, PICKERING: Yes, and what T be-
lieve is the ‘general opinion of members of
this House. T do wot think they believe the
passing of this measure will have any effect.
Personally T do not oppose the Bill ‘With
the membBer for Kanowna, I agree that there
are exceptional women who might adorn this
or any other Chamber. We can rest assored
that thesec women are the exeeption, so much
g0 that when the member for Kanowua (M_r.
Walker) was recounting their names, le did
not mention more than half a dozen. I be-
lieve that cvery hon. member is convinced
that it is not -his seat that the ladies are
going to oecupy.

Mr. Johnston:
ghall sce -changes.

Mr. PICKERING: Touching the question
of the alteration of the franchise for the
Gpper House, I am disposed to join issue
with the member for Carnarven {(Mr. An-
gelo}, who says that le prefers to ge the
whole length and favour the abolition of the
Couneil.  If we look at the result of this
universal suffrage for the Federal Parlia-
ment, we find that the Semate ia a reflex of
the opinion of the Houge of Representatives.
Fven the Federal Government are proposing
the extinetion of that House of legislature.
We are threatened with an extinetion of
State Parliaments throughout the Common-
wealth, and the time will surely arrive when
the ouly Flouse that will remain to Australia
will be the House of Representatives. This
will be a deplorable eondition of affairs for
thiz State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It can only be done
by the vote of the people.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, but if we listen
to those who desire to obtain the power to
voico the sentiments of the people, these
things will eome about whiclrwere forecasted.
It is for that reason I am opposed to widen-
ing the franchise for the Upper House, be-
cange it will affect the uscfulness of that
Chamlber. Rather than do that T wounld go
to the full length and vote for its extinction.
Hon. members on the other side of the House

Wait a few years and we

do not desire that the Couneil should remq,in'
on the same franchise as is the case with -

the TLegislative Assembly, They desire, by
bringing abont this state of affairs to abolish
altogether the Upper House. ]

Mr. Willeock: Tt is the only way to do it.

Mr. PICKERTNG: T believe in_the bi-
cameral system and that being so I cannob
agrec te o form of franechise for both
Fouse of Parliament, each form being iden-
tical with the other.

Mr. DURACK (Kimberley) [8.5]: With
respect to the remarks of the member for
Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen), who says that
women can think as logically as men and
that they have the same reasoning power ad
men, T am not at present prepared to sup-
port the argument. Women, I believe, are
often actuated by scntiment. T also think
they can act more intuitively than men can,
and often provide a more corrcet solution of
o problém than, a'man can with all his réa-
soning and logic. We kriow' from the records
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of history that women have figured promin-
ently in the world, particularly in the war in
‘the many actions and good work that they
have done, but they have not loomed very
largely in the poiitical world, due perhaps to
the faet that they have not had the oppor-
tunity to do so.

Mr. Angwin called attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

"Mr. DURACK: Since the constitution of
the Conunonwealth has given to women the
right to sit in Parliament, and other coun-
tries in the world, including Great Britain,
have also acknowledged that right, I see no
reason why, as they have the right to vote,
they should not also be permitted to qualify
to become members of Parliament. I support
the Gevernment in that direetion. With re-
gard to the question of giving to returned
goldicrs the right to vote for the Upper
House exclusive of the property qualification,
1 realise that T am in the minority. [ do not
say that the soldiers have no right to that
vote, but I cannct see any justification for
them having that right apart from the other
scetions of the comwmunity. There has been
a good deal of reticence on this question on
the part of the different hon. members. T
would go so far as to say there has been a
good deal of camouflage. We know that many
other sections of the community did equally
as well as our soldiers did. They sacrificed
as much in some directions, though not in the
direction of losing their lives, but they wers
prepared to sacrifice their lives. The mem-
ber for Kanowna has referred to the Bill as
an illogieal abortion. It is a good term to
use. I could understand the Government
Luinging in a measure liberalising the fran-
chise and proposing to recognise that the
soldicrs should have a right to vote without
the property qualification if accepted by a
referendum of the people. Such a big issua
is one which might be referred to a refer-
endum, If the people say that they are pre-
pared to give this right to returned soldiers,
to the exclusion of other memhers not so
qualified, let them have it, but let not a see-
tion of the people, as represented by mem-
bery of this Chamber, say that we are to give
it to them. I am opposed to that. I am pre-
pared to support the Bill in its other as-
‘peets.

Mr, CHESSON (Cue) [9.10]: T support
the second reading of the Bill and will vote
for the amendments indicated by the leader
of the Opposition. Every householder should
be entitled to a vote. I am in favour of
giving returned soldiers the right to vote for
the Legislative Council, because I am op-
posed to the bi-cgmeral system. The more
names we can get on the Legislative Couneil
rolls the more opportunity we shall have of
seeing that Chamber abolished. I am in ac-
cord with the idea of giving women the right
to Dhecome mcmhera'of Parliament. They
have a vote now for thé Legislative Couneil
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it they possess any property, and should also
liave the right to enter Parliament. It re-
mains for the people to eleet them if they
offer themselves as candidates. A great in-
justice is done to a large section of the com-
munity in the matter of the qualification to
vote for the Counmeil. A married man may
take on domestic rvesponsibilities. He is the
Irest citizen we can have, but may not be cn-
titled to a vote because he is not qualified.
Ancther person might start a small business
in a district and be paying rent at the rate
of 10s. a week and be entitled to a vote. This
person wmay be a naturalised subject, a
Greek, or an Italian, but simply beeause he
pays 10s. a week rent he is- entitled to vole
for the Upper House. The position is an in-
justiee té the man I have just spoken of.
The man who takes on domestic responsibili-
ties is the hest citizen we can bave, and
chonld be entitled to a vote for the Legisla-
tive Cownetl seeing that that llouse vetoes
measures that go to it from this Chamber.
T am in accord with ths idea of extending
the slife of Parliament by two or three
wmonths. To hold a general election at
Clristmas time is inconvenient to all eon-
cerned, and there is also the fact that a
great many of the electors are ountside their
constituencics at that time. It would be very
mnch better if we could prolong the life of
Parliament in this case to two or three
months, in order that the elections may be
Leld as proposed at a more suitable date. I
support the seeond reading of the Bill

Question put and passed.
Bilt read a second time.

BILLS (3)—RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1, Perth Mint Aet Amendment.

2, Inebriates Act Amendment.

3, Licensing Act Amendment.

Withont amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1919-20.
Tn Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 13th November;
Stubbs in the Chair.

Department of Public Henlth, Hon. H. .
Colcbateh, Minister (Hon. J. Secaddan -in
eharge of the votes).

Vote — Mediecal
£183,584:

Mr.

and Public ,Health,

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [9.15]: The Estimates of
expenditure for the Medical and Health De-
partments are much on all fours with those
of past years with the exeeption of expendi-
ture due to two principal causes, firstly the
outbreak of influenza and, secondly, the in-
erease in the cost of maintaining hospitals,
ete,, duc to the rise in the cost of commodj-
ties, Regarding inflnenza, due to the preeau-
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tions taken by the department, it was kept
out of the SBtate for some time. Notwith-
standing those precautions it finally appeared
and I think it was here some little whila be-
fore it was recognised, Up to the end of
September 2,986 cases were reported in the
metropolitan arca and 1,399 cases in the
country. The deaths numbered 233 and 130
respectively. We must admit that little re- -
liance ean be placed on these figures because

‘a great nuinber of mild eases, probably out-

numbering considerably those reported, were
not reported at all.  For instance, recently
at Albany almost half the population was
down, but it was not a severe form of the
disease and most of the cases were not re-
ported. I think it was largely due to the
cfforts of the department that we aclieved
the result we did. We gained fron the ex-
perience of other States. The disease was
not understood when it arrvived in the Bast-
ern States and it played great havoe. It was
no respeeter of persons. It affected eountry
and town, slums. and otherwise, Tt is eati-
mated that something like £40,000 will be
the cost of fighting this disense Auring the
time it was here, but that does not represent
the true pesition regarding the cost to the
State. Many departments lost revenue and
there was a greater amount of sick leave in
in the departments than ever before, due

to this disease, and the whole com-
munity suffered tremendously,. In com-
parison with other countries we have been

somewhat fortunate. In the United King-
dom, with a population of 4G millions, there
were 120,000 deaths in six months, or 2.8
per thaousand of the population; in New Zea-
land, with 1,160,000, there were 6,600 deaths,
or 3.2 per thousand; in New South Wales,
there were 5,404 deaths, or 2.8 per thousand;
in Victoria, with 1,411,000, the deaths num-
bered 3,300, or 2.3 per thousand; in Western
Australia, with 310,000, there were less than
5300 deaths, or 1.6 per thousand of the popu-
lation. The main feature about the position
in Western Australia is that we had warning
of the approach of the disease, and quite nat-
urally we made considerable preparations,
which, even had it not come, would have cost
a large sum-of money. Although it will cost
from E£35.000 to £40,000, the ecomparison I
have given will show that this was money
well spent. The hospitals have been main-
tained as in the past. In some cases, owing
to the possibility of the influenza epidemic
coming along, we made preparations to re-
ecive a larger number of cag-s. Tt will be
admitted that our hospitals to-day are well
ma'ntained. The expenditure has increased
owing to the extra cost of commodities, Take
Woorooloo, for instance. Tn  July, 1918,
12,204 1bs. of meat cost £272. In Julv of
this year 12,263 lbs. of meat cost £426, or
reatly dounble the cost for the same manth
of the previovs year. It was the same with
many other commodities. The total esti-
mated inerense in exrend’ture upon the de-
partmerts muounts to £7,324, and the esti-
wated incrense of revenne to £2,277, redse-
ng the n~t ipcrente of (_.‘.xl_)et_i'flitur(_:‘ t°,.£3yﬂ47-
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Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [0.23]: Before -

e get to the items there is the question of
medieal and nursing facilities Dbeing pro-
‘vided for outback districts, which I should
like to have dQiscussed by the House. In
my clectorate we are getting on fairly well
in this matter, but not so well ag we wounld
like. During the investigations of the
Royal Commisgion on Agriculture this
question of medieal and nursing facilities

for agricultnral areas was dealt with and

they made certain recommendations, It
has been generally admitited that there has
been a great dearth of doctors and nurses
in the baeck country. We know a good deal
of this was unavoidable, on account of the
war. The Royal Commission drew atten-
tion to the unfortunate position of many
of these people owing to the lock of medi-
cal facilities, and partienlarly of maternity
facilities, and pointed out what a bar to
settlenient that was. They svggested that
the best system to meei the situation would
be for qualified medical men to be located
in a centrn! position with control over a
given radins, at various points at whick
nurges would be stationed. They recom-
mended the establishment by the State of
reasonable medieal and nurging facilities
for those areas, with charges fixed on 3
reasonable bagis, During August a gather-
ing of bnsh representatives in the city die-
eussed this question. In collaboration with
Mr, Carson, who is running a very useful
justitntion—the Silver Chain—and in eol-
laboration with two ladies very deeply con-
cerned, they put up certain schemes, one
practically a town scheme and the other to
apply to the country, and the Minister would
do well to leok into these schemes, I think the
House ean very well take into comsideration
what steps can be followed to organise the
medical and nursing facilities available to the
best possible advantage, as suggested by the
Royal Commission. There is one thing T
wish to congratulate the Minister on—the
attempt he has made to provide for the
conveyance of the sick in the country, to
get them to medical and nursing faeilities.
I am referring to his experiment between
Denmark and Albany. I have seen so much
of this suffeving in country districts that
it makes my heart bleed. My wife has on
ler own aceount, attempted to get an ambul-
ance for the road and I think the necessary

funds will be collected. All the same,
an ambulance for the railways, par-
tienlarly omn my own section, would do
away with a great deal of suifer-
ing and might even save fatalities.  For
-instance, a young mother ouiside Green-
hills was injured in a chaffeutter. They

hurriedly put her into a trap and drove
her into York. Of eourse, they had to keep
her in an wpright position in the vehicle,
,and before they passed Greenhills ghe ex-
pired from loss of Dblood. Four young
children were left behind. Had there been
some means of carrying that woman in a
reclining position, no doubt she wonld have
been saved, We should see whetlier some-
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thing eannot be done to make the hest use
of the facilities we have.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [9.32]: As the
Wooroloe Sanatorium the rain, when ae-
companied by wind, blows into the open
wards and right on to the patients con-
fined to their beds. Sowmsthing in the
nature of a sereen should be erected to pro-
tect those patients from the rain,  Also,
on wet days the convalescent patients, be-
ing unable to go out, have no place in which
to asscmble and, perforce, remain in bed.
It would not zost mueh to provide a hall
in which those patients could assemble on
wet days. Dependants of sufferers from
miners’ phthisis have no chance of receiv-
ing help unless the patients go into the
Woeoroloo Sanaterium; in nther words, the
patients are compelled to go the:e. That
being so, the least we can dn i, to afford
them protection against rain and wind, and
to give those of them: who iire ecnvaleseent
some hall in which they can assemhble on
wet days. .

Mr, DUFF (Claremont) [9.35]: Yester-
day I paid a visit to the Old Men’s Home.
From what T could see they are very badly
in need of hospital aeconunedation, At
the present time the ordinary wards are
heing used for sick cases. It is highly de-
sirable that all sick -cases should be iso-
lated. This position would noi have arisen
but for the over-crowding of the institu-
tion. When the building was erected it was
intended to accommodate 500 inmates.
There are close on 700 there to-day. If
therc were a ‘special hospital ward there
some of our pehlic hospitals would be re-
lieved of numbers of old men who really
should be in the Home. The hospital ac-
commodation there ias confined fo the ordi.
nary wards, which are noet properly equip-
ped for the purpose. I hope the Minister
will see whether it i3 not possible to pro-
vide a special hospital ward for the use of
the sick patients. I have also a request
from the old men themselves. In conse-
quence of the over-crowding of the institu-
tion, what was the reereation Toom has
been turned into an ordinary ward. Al
will agree that we should endeavour to
make the closing years of the lives of these
old men as pleasant as possible by previd-
ing a recreation room in which eards,
draughts, deminoes or chess may be played.
The old men shounld Be able to go to a room
fitted with the ngeessary tables for this
purpose.

The Minister for Works:
in hand now

Mr. DUFF: But they are only for a kiosk
for the serving of refreshments. The re-
ereation room i3 badly needed. T am sure
the Minister will agree that it should be
provided.

Mr, PICEERING (Sussex) [9.37]: When
speaking on the Estimates of the Edueation
Department I drew attention to the lack of

Drawings are
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medical inspection in schoels. The Minister
said it wag purely a health mafter. T take
this opportunity of again drawing attention
to it. In the latest report of the Education
Department is & paragraph as follows—
The last Annual {Report of this De-
partment dealt at considerable length with
matters affecting the physical develop-
ment and health of the children. It was
pointed out that our present system of
medical ingpeetion was quite inadequate
and also that Ilegislation wag urgently
necded on several matters, The system
of medieal inspeetion has remained un-
altered, and, until all the doetors who
went to the Front have returned, there will
do doubt be pgreat difficulty in securing
any expansion. It was pointed out last
year that Western Australia is the only
State in the Commonwealth that has not
a stalf of medical officers attached to the
Edueation Department. The Public Health
Department has one medical officer for
schools, who carried out full inspections
in nine large schools in the metropolitan
district during 1918, besides making num-
bers of special inguniries. ~ Fifteen small
country schools and four private sehools
were alse inspected by loval medical offi-
cers. The total number of children cx-
amined was 4,804 as compared with 6,072
in the previous year, In most countries
now the minimum sysbem of inapection
.provides for three examinations during
the period between the ages of 6 and 14.
To accomplish this in our State we
shouldl need to have about 20,000 chil-
dren examined each year. This is for
children under fourtcen. The older chil-
dren in Migh Schools, Technical Schools,
ete,, would need additional inspections,
We are therefore at present providing
tor less than one-fourth of what shomld
be regarded as the minimum. Several ad-
ditional medieal officers are needed, aswell
ag nurges to ‘“follow up’’ and see that
the doctor’s advice is not neglected. Per-
sistent neglect to comply with the doctor’s
warnings should be made a penal offence
ag it i3 in Great Britain and other coun-
tries.

It is a very importagt phase of the public
health. Yet the medical examination of the
child, which is considered so vital to other
countries, is palpably negleeted in this State.
1 hope the Minister will endeavonr to remove
this negleet at the earliest possible moment.
Repeated applications have been made by the
committee in charge of the Busselton hos-
pital for the provision of a maternity ward.
I have been asked to wse my influence in
this matter. I took the usval eourse of ap-
proaching tho Medical Department to aseer-
tain therr views, I was assured by the de-
partment that a reeommendation had been
passed on to the Minister that a sum should
be provided on the TEstimates for this ad-
ditional faeitity. T have heen unable to
trace the item on the Revenue Estimates,
but I hopa to find it on the Loan Estimates.
I wigh to draw attention to the sparsity of
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medical officers throughout the countty dis-
tricts. As has been instanced by the mem:
ber for York (Mr. Griffiths), this is due in
large measure to the war; but the doctors
are now returning, and it should be possible
to provide the additional facilities so wi-
gently required.  Another aspect of this
which is vital to tbe people is that many
doctors who took the places of others who
went to the Front are old men or men not.
quite capable of dealing with the large areas
that have fallen to their jurisdiction, and in
consequence many patients are put to ad-
ditional heavy expense through having to
go to distant centres for proper treatment.
This is very serious and I hope the Minister
will take the carliest opportunity to re-
medy it. Also I hope some provision will
be made for the motor ambulances referred
to by the member for York.

Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder) ([9.42]: I
support the remarks of the last speaker in
regard to the need for medical inspeetion of
our school children., This was in geueral
practice prior to the war but, during the war
period, owing to the searecity of medical

officers, it hns been discontinued almost
entively. If ome reads the very in-
struetivd addresses delivered at the child
welfare  conferenece  which  has  been

sitting in Perth during the last week,
wherein the views of (he highest medical
anthorities in the Commonwealth have been
expressed, one will be struek with the necd
for o greater degree of medical examination
in our scliopls. Now that thore is a greater
number of medical officers available for the
work I hope the Government will again take
up the inspection of our children in schools
and will make it even more thorough than
it was prior to the war. I desire also to
support the remarks of the members for Sus-
sex (Mr. Pickering) and York (Mr, Grif-
fiths) in regard to the provision of additional
medical attendants in our country districts.
One of the greatest disabilities and discom-
forts of country life is that large numbers
of people are situated in remote districts 40
or 50 miles from the nearest medical officer.
It must be a souree of continucus anxiety
and worry to those people to contemplate
what might happen if a medieal officer is ro-
quired and if it is not possible to obtain his
eervices. In some parts of the State the
Railway Departmeut has made provision for
motor trolleys so that in casea of urgency in-
jured persons may be conveyed to the nearest
doctor or alternatively the doctor may he
taken out to the patient. During my period
at the Railway Department the officers had
great objeetion to anything of this kind,
and it was only after n good deal of corres-
pondence and discussion with the head of the
department, it was only at the point of the
bayonet so to speak, that I was able to force
the Railway Commissioner and his officers to
provide an electric trolley in one of the outer
districts. Bnt it is a system that eonld wall
he developed and extended. At least it would
bring a greater degree of confidence to the
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people located in the remote portions of the
State. I hope the Minister will endeavour
to de something in this direction so that we
may not have people, as we have had them,
actnally dying for the want of medical atten-
fion, Perhaps an instance which oceurred
ou the occasion of my visiting the Williama-
Nurrogin distriet may be worth relating in
this conncction, When travelling in an out-
Iying portion of that electorate some 20 or
30 miles distant from the railway, we met a
man coming in with a horse and cart, and
the dead Lody of his wife was in that ecart.
The man had then heen two days on the road,
having travelled a distance of about 60 miles,
The woman had died withont being able to
obtain medieal attention, and it was subse-
quently ascertained that her life might have
buen saved had the services of a medieal man
heen nvailable. When the hnaband came into
the town the loeal doctor was away some 320
miles in the opposite direction, and the body
could not be huried until the doctor had re-
tnrned aud had made n post mortem exam-
ination and given a mcdical certificate. The
incident is one whith goes to show what peo-
Ple in the outback districts have to put up
with. Next I wish to say a word or two re-
gurding the condition of things obtaining
at the 014 Men’s Home. As the member for
Claremont (Mr. Duff) has statedl, the build-
ing formerly used for the purpose of reerea-
tion by the o}d people is now being used for
sloeping nccommaoadation. The result is that
the old folks have Dbeen denied the
lttle pleasure they used to obtain in
that  building, But that is not the
worst phase of the matter. As  the
member for Claremont has pointed out,
although the building has accommodation
for about 4350 persons, it now numbers more
than 700 inmates. The resalt is that the ver-
andahs of all the wards have been closed in
with hessinn awnings and are now all oecu-
pied with beds paeked so closely as merely
to leave room for persons to move in and
out hetween them. Thus the windows of the
wards have to be kept closed all the time,
They cannot be opened, becanse to open them
would merely let in the foul air from the
voerandahs instead of fresh air. Therefore
the light cannot cnter the wards, and fresh
air scarcely ever enters them. T was amazed
when visiting the institution recently to ob-
gerve such a state of affairs, Tn every wawd
the same position cxists: the verandah has
heen eutively cloged in with hessian becanse
as many of the inmates a8 ean find room on
the verandnhs—in some ¢ases as many as +0
on one verandah—sleep there, If one were to
house his cattle, sheep, or pigs iu that man-
ner, on¢ would he prosecuted by the health
authorities for doing so. Tt is a shoeking
gtate of affairs and constitutes an absolute
reflection on the whole of the paople of the
State. Here we have those who through men-
tal or badily infirmity are confided to the
care of the State—the inmates of the Clare-
mont Hospital for the Tnsane and the in-
mates of the Ol Men'’s Fome—treated in
such a fashion. We have to admit that the
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insufficiency of secommndation is due to
want of the necessary funds. Mowever, the
condition of things is such as to cast a ve-
fleetton upon our civiligation. We have been
able to find money for other purposes less
wortliy, In the case of the Old Men’s Home,
although the ercction of a wing has been
spoken of for years, and although plans have
long been drawn for it, recourse is had to
the methods T have described of closing in
the verandahs and so shutting ont the fresh
air from the old men in the wards, and
at the same time shutting in the foul air,
rather than provide the nccessary funds. I
hope that whatever we way lave to find
money for in the near future, provision will
at onee be made for the erection of an addi-
tional wing at the Old Men’s Home., TUn-
donbtedly, if the present position there were
generally known to hon. members, there wonld
be protests from all sides of the Chamber.
My experience during: recent years leads me
t¢ believe it almost nceessary that this Cham-
her should appoint a seleet committee at least
once a year to investigate conditions at the
Government hespitals, in the State Childven
Jeparvtment, in the asylums, and kindred
Government insgtitutions, The heads of the
institutions are responsible to other Govern-
ment officials, say permanent heads in Perth,
who possibly take very little interest in these
places, visit them rarely, and know little of
what goes on in them exeept from the re-
ports of the officers in charge. As the in-
mates have no friends in the world, nobody
cares how they get on, and so the institu-
tions are sometimes allowed to drift into u
cendition of chaos and mismangement.

Mr. Duff: But the man in charge of the
Old Men’s Home appears to be a good man,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I de not wish te
criticise the superintendent of the home, who
I kelieve is doing the best he can under um-
favourable conditions, Certainly it is not
kis fault if a bad state of things exists be-
eanse of overerowding., In that case the
fauit is ours. T am not blaming the present
Government in this regard. Perhaps the
{ioverument of which I was a member may
have some responsihility in that econnection.
But it is the reaponsibility of the whole
House to see that those people who by either
mental or physical disease are unfortunately
stricken down should have provided for them
homes that are worthy of an up-to-date and
civilised eommunity, T urge the Minister for
Werks to make a speeial note of this matter.
He has to de with buildings. If the Gov-
ermnment decide to erest o new ward at the
01d Men’s Home, it will be for him and his
officers to draw the plans and earry ont the
work. T know the Minister for Works has a
large and goft heart where humanity is eon-
eerned, and T trust he will make n special
rote of the wmatter, so that when he is pre-
paring his Estimates for next year—and I
hepe he will be permitted to prepare Fati-
mates next year-—he will inelude in the list
of public works the erveection of a naw wing
at the Ol Men’s HMome, which new wing is
so very badly needed. Tf hon. members wonld
zo and sce the condition of things for them-
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scives, they would not allow it to continue
for another day. - The old folks 'arc over-
erowded there to the number of 250 beyond
the accommodation provided. 1 say again,
I hope the Government will give this matter
their innnediate attention.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [9.57]: With hon.
members who have spoken on the various
charitable institutions of the State, I think
it wounld be wise if the Government provided
some special means of supervision. T will
not gay, supervision by a seleet committee;
becanse 1 have voted against every select
committes proposed since 1 have been a

member of this Chamber. But I eon-
sider that members of thoroughly re-
presentative bodies should  periodically
vigit these  various  institutions, not

with a view to criticising them from a
political aspeet or anything of that nature,
but with n view to providing the best faeili-
ties for the unfortumate people who cannot
help themselves, I think every member is
of opiuion that during the next two or threo
yoears we are likely to have these institutions
cven more crowded than they are now. Until
things become thoroughly normal and ways
and means have been found of providing for
all these who unfortunately have Deen
maimed during the past few years, there
will be need for publie-spirited men to assist
the Govermment in this comnection, I be-
lieve too that the time has arrived when a
further step should be taken in regard fo
health matters. During the war period many
members of the medical profession who pre-
viously were entirely opposed to nationalisa-
tion of medieine or any interference with
the professional rights of doctors have be-
eomg earncst advoeates of a system of na-
ticnal health insurance, either contributory
or otherwise, The establishment of such a
system would deo away with the anomalies
¥isting in our hospitals at present, We
lave in this State two classes of hospitals—
the swhsidised institutions and the wholly
Government institutions. From the records
prepared by the officials of the Charities De-
partment it appears that the cost per patient
in institntions wholly maintained by the
Government is mueh larger than that in hos-
pitals which have organisers whose business
it is to sce that the people in the swrround-
ing districis do something to assist townrds
the upkee,p of the dustitutions.  According
to last vear's figures, 230 patients in the
Narrogin hospital were treatod at a cost to
the Government of 7s. per patient per day.
In the Northam hospital, wholly a Govern-
ment institvtion, 282 cases wore treated at a
enst of 7s. 1d. per dav. Tu the Bunbury
hospital 213 enses cost the Government T7s,
34, per day: and in York the figures were
137 cases and 10s, 6d.  All these are Govern-
ment hospitals,  Turning now to the other
elnss, the subsidise@ hogpitals, we find all
altong the line a moeh lower cost. T wish
particularly to speak of the hespital in my
own electorate, because it is the largest of
the subsidised hospitals. Tn the Leonora
bogpital 227 eases were treated at a cost to
the Government of 2s, 7d. per day.
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Hon, W. €. Angwin: That s not a fair
comparison.

Mr. FOLEY: I am satisfied with the
tréatment T have reccived trom every hon.
gentleman who has filled the position of
Minister for Health, For the past few
years there has beecu need for an advance
in the subsidy, and I waat to pay a tribute
on behalf of my district to the Ministers
who have been in charge of this depart-
ment, for the sympathetic manner in whieh
they have dealt with questions affecting
health, particularly in my electorate. My
friend the member for North-East Tre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin) was exceptionally
goou to the Leonora hespitul, and I ecan say
the same of every gentleman who succeeded
him, Mr. Colebateh, who pow fills that
oflice, has seen fit during the past week or
two to raise the subsidy again. T would
like to place the position in which that
hospital stands before hon, members. Last
year a subsidy of £600 was paid, and there
was a subsidy of £200 granted to the dector
and £100 was given as a special grant, mak-
ing a total of £000, The gross cost of that
year's operations was £4,224 17s. 44, to-
wards which, as I have just mentioned. the
Government contributed £900. A sum of
£220, was reeeived from paying patients,
which left £4,004 178, 4.  Therefore the
people of the -distriet were given the duty
of finding £3,104 in order to see that the
standard of the lospital was maintained,
By subsecription the people raised £1,700.
That still left £2,404, and out of that
amount the people got altogether mo less a
sum than £1,904, ‘Even then the hospital
remained in debt to the extont of £502 for
that year., There is this to be said in fav- °
ounr of a subsidised hospital, that the treat-
ment aceorded to patients who are unfor-
tunate enough to have to wse the hospital
is very mmeh better than it is at any other

the people in the outback districts, ns was
the ease in the distriet I represent, hav-
ing to find a considerable sum tcwards the’
maintenance of an ingtitution, will agk
themselves whether they are not being un-
tnirly taxed in comparison with those places
where Government institutions exist. Tf
praple are to be expected ro go on paying
to sueh a great extent towards the main-
tenance of the hospitals, the question whe-
ther an alteration should be mnade in the
working of the Hogpitals altogether, will
have to be taken into considerstion. As far
a3 the Perth Public Hospital is concerned,
it mav he sitated in connection with that
ingtitution that the people who use it come
from all parts of the State. The same
thing applies to other hospitals, and it will
alwavs be found that where the facilities
are good and where the institution is car-
rieAd on om modern lines, the people will go
to those plaeces in preference to others, he-
canse they can be sure of recciving the very
heat freatment. What we have to consider
is that if the amount voted for the hos-
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pitals still keeps climbing, whether those
people in the distriets which have contri-
buted so much towards the maintenance of
liospitals are to be expected to pay the
same surcharge, if one is to be made, as
those in other distriets which have not done
as much, I am not criticising the adminis-
tration.
done in the hospital in wmy dictriet, but if
things go on as they are doing with prices
of commodities as high as they are to-day,
and with an ever growing zost of essentials
for sueh. institutions as hospitals, the time
ia approaching when the whole question will
have to be considered ag to whether or not
the people in every district sheuld be put
on & fair and equitable plane regarding
payments for the care of the sick.

[Mr. Foley took the Chair.]

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [10.7]): T
have very few words to say on this wvote.
Tt seems passing strange to me that with
the inerensing interest that is taking place
in child welfare in this and in every eivil-
ised country, something is not done by way
of establishing dental clinica in connection
with our State schools. There i¢ an abso-
Iutely eriminal negleet on the part of the
Government towards this greal question.
One would think that in a State like West-
ern Angtralin the Government would rea-
lise the neeessity for doing something in
this direction. We have in the State at the
present time g distingunished gentleman

who is lecturing upon the necessity
for taking an increasing interest in
the welfare of the ehild and apply-
ing wmore scientific methods towards the

child’s development. But that is absolutely
impossible nnder the conditions obtaining.
“"There is the greatest possible necessity to-
dav for paying particular attention to the
medieal inspection of children, and seeing

also to their dental efficiency. Take
America. That country s advaneing by
_leaps and bounds in a direection that T

suppose the member for Claremont wonld
hardly ngree with, Still, they are progress-
ing. and in that respeet they ars advancing
tn an extent nnkrown in any other part of
the warld. They have big and well or-
ganised odontolosieal socicties, and  their
paramount duty is to force urder the no-
tire of the public the neccessity for dental
officiency, and narticularly has this been so
in eonnection with children attending State
sehinols. T sineerely hope that ‘when the
Government Whin has finished the conver-
gation he is now cugaged in with the Minis-
‘ter in charge of theose Fstimates. the Min-
jetar will make a note of wwhat I have heen
#aving, The Minister must realise, as the
1rader of the Onposition eaid a few minutes
aro. that if time will be sufficiently kind
ta him tn allow him later to bhe in charge
of thear Estimates, we hone when the mnext
Fstimates ave introduced to secc some nro-
vigion made te earrvy out the sugmestions

I am thankful for what has been’

[ASSEMBLY.]

that I have brought under notice. Yrom
50 to 75 per cent, of the children in this
Stute are allowed to develop and grow inte
mazuhood without proper attention Dbeing
given to them. In the Enastern States they
have realised the need.for cartying on this
work, and in the Old Country the necessity
for it has also been made apparent, while in
America, as I have stated, there arve thou-
sands of societics giving nttention to the
question, I know that the Mirister is sym-
pathetic towards the question of the wel-
fare of the children of our State, and 1
hope therefore he will make a note of what
T have said. With the leader of the Oppo-
sition, [ had the opportunity lately of pay-
ing a vigit to the Old Men's Home at Clare-
mont. Certainly there is 2onsiderable over-
erowding there, and as statcd by the leader
of the QOpposition I trust the Minister for
Works will seize an early occasion to pro-
vide additional accommodation. The home
is certainly overcrowded, and as men-
tioned by the member for Leonora, it would
lead to greater cfficieney if we had a num-
her of small commitiees appointed—not for
political reasons—to visit the various insti-
tutions such as the OId Men’s Home, the
Hospital for the Insane, and the like, all
of which have been the subjzct of so muech
sdverse criticism lately. T trust the Minister
for Mines will see that sufficient money -is
provided by the hard-working Minister for
Works so that he may take steps towards
giving the old men the extra accommodation
which they so urgently require, There are
also one or two complaints at that home
that the Minister in charge of these Eati-
mwates could look into. 1 understand there
has been a man there running a canteen for
private gain. Tf that is the ease I hope a
stop will be put to it.

The Honorary Minister: Does he sell in-
toxicants¥ .

Mr. LAMBERT: No, it is a dry canteen.
It i3 none the less wrong,

The Minister for Minca: What is wrong
ahout it if it ia properly conducted?

Mr. LAMBERT: The prices charged are
sltogether out of proportion.

he Minister for Mines:
prefiteering.

er. LAMBERT: A considerable amouat
of it.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Buot why should a
private individual run a canteen there?

Mr, Duff: It was giver to a returned
soldier, but he turned it up and then it was
given to someonc else.

Mr. LAMBERT: As a matter of faet, I
know the history of it. I need not mention
here what fees he is charging, T merely
wish to direct the Minister’s attention to the
fact that the canteen is run on lines which
do not meet with the approval of the greater
number of the inmates, I think one of the old
men could run it mueh better than it is be-
ing ron, I am’ sorry that not many mem-
bers of the House have had an opportunity
to visit the institution, I was astounded

Then there 1is
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to see its ramifications. I need not magnify
the difficulties of running such a place, but
it is only fair to say that the superinten-
dent i3 doing his very best in the circum-
stances, I wish to impress on the Minister
the mnecessity for taking up enthusiastieally
the policy of adopting and attaching dent-
ist clinies to our State children so as to en-
sure that their initial health shall be pro-
tected.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS (Hon. W,
J.  George—Murray-Wellington) [10.17]:
Hen. members will find there is a sum of
£350 on the Estimates for renovations at the
0ld Men’s Home including improvements to
the verandals. Plans are in preparation for
a larger scheme. I am partieularly interested
in the question of providing facilities for
bringing to the nearest doctor sick or injured
persons in remote areas. I have had a seheme in
mind for a long time past. I contend it is
part of the dulies of the Railway Depart-
ment to arrange such provision, The trol-
leys roeferred to are capable of being used
in an emergency, but they are entirely un-
guitable for the carrying of an injured or sick
person over long distanees, because they are
hard in their running and would shake a
patient eonsiderably. Beyond the question
of expense—swhich should not be cousidered
too serionsly in this respect—T see no reason
why there shounld not be at all junctions of
outlying lines a motor ear to run
on the rails. This eould be used for
bringing in a sick persoh to the medi-
cal officer. On many of our agrieul-
tural lines trains run but infrequently, per-
haps only once a week, and so there would
be no danger in allowing those motor cars
to Tun on the lines. Those cars, with the unse
of the telephone which shounld be established
at every railway station, would do something
towards making life in the ontback dis-
tricts far more livable than it is at present,
The leader of the Opposition spoke of har-
ing met a buggy in which was the body of a
woman who had died while being brought
in to the -doetor. Two years ago a similar
occurrenge was brought very foreibly under
my mnotice by an application for employment.
which T felt constrained to entertain. In
that case the father and mother had wnder-
taken a 33 days’ jonrney to bring their son
to the nearest hospital. The boy died on the
road. Shortly afterwards the mother was
fatally attaeked by the same complaint, and
her husband had to bring her body in for
burial, Those who o out into remote areas
are literally taking their lives in their hands,
becanse they can get no medieal asgsistance
when required. T am sore the Minister for
Railways, with his big heart, will bring this
before the Commissioner of Railways, It
is= not a question of pounds, shillings, and
pence. for the House would readily vote the
money to cnable these faeilities to be pro-
vided. Asg showing that it c¢an be done, I
may mentian that the charabane run-
ning on the railway line between Jar-
danup and the No, 2 Mill has proved
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very sugeessful, It Thas already paid
for itself. 1t runs very cheaply, and it has
saved the State Sawmills o great deal of
money. We simply took an ordinary chara-
bane which had been plying about the city,

and replaced fthe costomary wheels with
wheels of steel, removed the steering
gear and added an cfficient brake. The

thing rous at very small cost and gives
great satisfaction. As we went on with the
Tunning, it was found that one or two little
alterations were required. These have been
made, and Wwe are now converting another
charnbane at the State Implement Works.
These cars can do up to 25 miles an hour
ou the ordinary railway lines. Even if a man
corld mot afford to pay for the use of the
ear at a time of sickness, it wonld be only
right that the State shonld provide the
convenicnee. We can do this, and we ought
to do it. If a person be lost in the bush, all
available means, public and private, are
brought to bear to reseve and save life. Tt
is to my mind equally as muech the duty,
both public and private, to use every means
to rescne and save life in such cases as [
have referred to. I am sore the Committec
would readily agree to vote the necessary
money.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [10.24]: I
was pleased to hear the Minister urging the
necessity for the provision of these facilitiea
in outback districts, Tf there is one thing
more than another driving country people
into the city it is the lack of eduveational and
medical facilities. The proposition outlined
hy the Minister has been vigorously advo-
cated in every branch of the Farmers and
Settlers’ Assoeciation. The member for York
(Mr. Griffiths) has been very active in this
direction, and for the Minister for Works
now to advoecate the project seems very like
one man trying to take the wind out of an-
other's sails. T have been surprised that
rractically no reference should have been
made to the influenza epidemie. True, the Min-
ister offered a few remarks, but apparently
merely with the objeet of disarming ecriti-
cism. Contrast the position to-day with that
which existed when first the cpidemic broke
out in this State! To-day if one dies from
ipfinenza, even though the corpse may go
black almost immediately, no care is taken
to safeguard the other inmates of the house
from infection, and no haste is displayed in
burying the body.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: It is said that there
is no danger at that stage.

Mr. MALEY: If there is no danger,
where was the neccssity for all the panie in
the beginning?

The Minister for Mines: They had not
then the knowledge. They have now adopted
different methods, R

Myr. MALEY: T wish to draw attention
to the fact that the Government have per-
mitted shameless profiteering in connection
with inoculations against the epidemic. The
alieged safeguards taken hefore one was per-
ntitted to travel were nothing short of far-
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cical. I should:like.the Minister to explain
whetler, for the periodic examinations, the
medical offieers were. paid se much per head
for every person ihey handled or whether
they ecarried out their duties as officers of
heaith. L am given to understand that they
received 1s. 1or every person examined. Puot-
ting it on a fairly low estimate, on this basis
cach doctor would receive for an hour’s work
anything from £15 to £20. Several other
instanees of shameless profiteering in eonnec-
tion with the influenza epidemic have come
under .my notice. In many ontback districts
medienl  officers were asked by the leeal
authorities to attend on a given day and
earry out inoculations. In all those cases a
fee of 10s, was charged by the medical ofli-
cer, who was probably using serum supplied
by the Department of DPublic Health. I do
not know whether there was any seale of
charges for mediea) men. To rencer myself
inmmune from the disease in order that [
might help to safcguard my distriet, I was
juoeulated and the medical officer charged
me £1, though T conld have gone Lo the Ger-
aldton town hall and got it done for ls, This
sert of thing bas happened in ny distriet
and I belicve in every other distriet in the
State. Though the serum was supplied free
of eost by the Public Tealth Department,
one medical officer charged a road board £32
to go to a district 40 or 50 miles from Ger-
aliton to inceulate sueh of the residents who
eared to put In an appearance on one par-
ticular day. When it was given out that in-
orulation was a preventive against influenza,
it was scandalous that the Government did
not regutate the doctors’ fees.

Mr. Munsie: And also Dblock chemists
from shoving up the prices of likely pre-
ventives.

Mr. MALEY: The hon. member has had
more experience of chemists than I have, I
live in a distriet where there is no chemist

practising.

Mr, Munsic:  There i3 no chemist in my
electorate.

Mr, Wilson: Very Iucky!

Mr. MALEY: The inference drawn by

some newbers was not intended by me, The
Minister should tecil us why these charges
were ot repgulated., T trust the Minister
recognises the need for motor ambulances
thronghout the ecountry so that, in enses of
sickness or accident, puatients may be taken
te the nearest town for treatment. The Min-
ister should advance to the utmost any
scheme for bush nusing, the establishment
of hogpitals, and the stationing of trained
nurges in the country.

Hon, W, G, Angwin: How would you get
them to go there?
My, MALEY:

cult matter.

That would not be a diffi-

Mr. ROCKYE (South Fremantle) 710.34]:
The department deal with matters that affeet
the poor and needy, T am not surprised to
find that the vote is so large; on the other
hand, [ douht whether the vote will be =uffi-
cient to meet every need. The State was

- [ASSEMBLY.]

unfortunate. juy being .visited by  the. influenza
seourge  amd, apithough the eath-rate was
fowgr here thaw in the Eagtern States, the
cirenn.staneces atteading many of the deaths
here  have bordered on the pathetie
as  well as  the tragic. In wmany im-
stances, death  supervened beecanse the
bread-winners left - their beds too soon
after an attack of the malady. They
telt tie newls of the damily weighing heav-
iy wpon them, and the assistance rendered
by theGovernment being insufficient to keep
the chil et in food aml clothing, they made
atteinpts fo oretrvn to work sl so lost their
lives. A 1 & O, steamer arrived at Fre-
mantie a2l vas pranted a clean hill of
heath. 1 the Tnmmpers who went on board
to diseharge the carge, 34 were infected
with te eomp.aint anxd 10 lost their lives,
Someoze o idently blondered.  Greater pre-
eautions siould have been taken,

Heon. W. C. Angwin: Fhers was n patient
on heard,

Mr, ROUKIE: And if proper preeautions
hed Feen taken, these 10 vainai-le lives would
have lecn saved. The wmoember for North-
East Fremantle said there wns a casc on
poard. [ belicve there was a corpse on
hoard,

Tion. W, ¢ Angwin: No, 2 man was taken
to the hospital where he died.

Mr. ROCKE: Anyhow the ship was not
free frovr the discase and this shonld have
been apparent to the dostors [ eadarse
what has been sabl regardiug the need for
distriet nurses agd medieal attention in the
outhack comntry, The residents of the coun-
try are cqually rave as the inen who have
faced death in forcign countries during the
last yenr or two, and it is incumbent on the
Government to make every possible provisien
to meet the nccessitics of these beople. T
was partienlarly pleased to hear the remarks
of the Minister for Works relating to the
measures taken to relieve ngeds in the out-
baek country. T was pleased to hear that
the motor-waven ean be suceessfully run on
the railway lines, This shows that depart-
meuntal prefndice is being broken down. Tt
is less than two years sinee the then Minister
for Railways, in reply to a question, told me
that these motor vehicles could not be rum
upon the tailway lines. No doubt the Min-
ister based his answer on the adviee of the
devartinental officers,

The Minister for
Miniater?

My, ROCKE; Mr. Hudson. T pointed oug
that these vehieles had been rin successfully
in Canada and America. T am of opinion
that the suceess of these vehieles will selve
ene of the problems of our agrienltnral rail-
wsys. F resvet that the assistance granted
tn the Fromnantle hospital is less than it was
last vear. “The PPremantle hospital treats
people who are members of an industrial
community and, consequently, gets a num-
ber of paticuts of the poorer class who are
not ah'e to pay their way. There is evidence
of harassiug on the part of the authorities
of the Tremantle hospital te force people to
pay the fees dve. Many of the people, I

Mines: Who was the
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‘believe, would have paid without any com-
pulsion if they had been in a position to do
80. Tn one ease, twins less than three montha
old were taken to the hospital. They were
premature and the mother was unaljle #%o
give them the necessary attention. Though
the father was earning only an ordinary
worker's wage, he was billed with an account
for 12y. a day and threatened with proseen-
tion if he did not pay. Probably this har-
assing attitude adopted by the Fremantie
hospital authorities is due to the inadequate
subsidy granted by the Government. I know
the Government have many calls upon their
purse, but [ feel that the case of those who
are in less fortunate circumstances demands
attention, even at the sacrifice of some other
gervice, The question of school ¢hildren
has heen referved to. This is a most im-
portant one. We have one medical officer
attending schools, namely, Dr, Roberta Jull
I have been informed by the department that
if the necessity arises, and the department is
informed of the fact, Dr. Jull is at once sent
to a school. T have taken cases myself to
the department, and I believe Dr, Jull is
doing fine work in connection with school
ehildren. This lady, however, iy not able
to do all that is necessary, and T hope that
more adequate provigion will be made in the
near future in this direction. T wish to add
my meed of praise for what has been done
at the Old Men’s Home, where Mr. Rost is
the master. This gentleman has performed
very fina work,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Hear what some of
the old men have to say about it.

Mr. ROCKE: He has transformed a
wilderness into a veritable garden. T know
what the old men would say if one spoke to
them abont Mr. Rust, but it is a most thank.
less task to try and please old men. T ap-
precinte the work e has dome, and also that
of the staft. T lope every consideration will
be piven to the diffienlties under which those
in eharge of our institetions are working, I
am sorry that the need exists for the expendi-
ture of so much woney in this direction, but
I helieve the vote will have to be inereased,
The posgition of the people to-day is infinitely
worge than it was Iast year, for the simnle
reason that cverv penny they are earning has
to go to provide sufficient food and eloth-
ing, and nething can be put by for a rainy
day. The result is that many people have
to seck the assistance of Government insti-
tutions,

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [10.43]: I
should like to follow oun the remarks made
by the member for Leonora when spealing
in conneetion with Government hospitals,
apart from assisted. hospitals. Of thg Gev-
ernment hospitals there are 22, and the cost
to the Governmcnt last year was £52,003,
whereas the fees and  donations eonly
amountadl to £11,870. These fees and
donations, thercfore, come to
25 per cent, of the total cost. Tn some cases
the position is very wmuch worse than that
indieated by this total. For the Albany hos-
pital the ecost was £14,098 and the fees and

under .
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donniions only came to £398. The cost of
the Wyndham hospital was £1,246, and the
fees collected only amounted to £191, 'The
ease of the Carnarvon hospital is also bad,
for the cost was £1,198 as against the fees
collected, £408.

Hon, W, (. Angwin: That report i 12
months old.

My, ANGELO 1t ie dated the 3lst Devem-
ber, 1917,

MMon., W. (0. Angwin: You have the other
report,

Mr. ANGELO: Perhaps that would be
worse. Some two years ago when speaking
on the Estimates I drew the attention of the
Government to the disability existing then,
and made a recommendation. The Colonial
Treasurer was kind enough to say that the
sugpestion was a good one and would
be adopted., Later on I saw the result
of that suggestion in the Colonial Treasnr-
er’s office. Tt had heen claborated to such
an extent that it was useless and too costly
to carry out. My suggestion was that at
cach of the centres where Government hos-
pitals existed a committee consisting of the
resident magistrate, the head of the .police
of the district, and one private person shounld
be appointed for one purpose, namely, to
consider a list every fortnight of those peo-
ple who had heen in the hospital and left
without paying fees. Tf that suggestion was
carried out, instead of collecting £1,000 in
fees  we should  colleet twiece  that
amonnt, “There are many people who
gshould pay fees who arc not doing
$0. T know this from experience, es-
peecially in regard to hospitals in the North-
West. I lhave known of numbers of cases
of me¢n who have come in from the eouniry
tn get medieal treatment. They have had
ptenty of moncy when they arrived in
town bué unfortunately this has gone into
the hands of the publican, and by the time
thev have renched the hospital they have not
had a peany left. They are sllowed to leave
the institution and the State has to pay for
themn. If when a man comes ont of hospital
he is unahle to pay the fees the committec
eould make inquiries as to his position,
That is why I should like to see a policeman
on the committee, because it woulrl he hig
duty to ingnire into the standing of the man
and the possibility of his heing able to pay.
Tf o man eannot pay then a promissory note
rould be got from him ta pay, say, within
six months, so that in the future it might be
possible to get the fees ount of him. At some
of the hospitals the doetors got a certain
amount by charging fees for surgieal
attendance, and so forth, T am afraid some

of them wet the first cut out of any
maoney that a wman has, If a patient
of this deserintion has any wmoney with
which to  pav  for his treatment the
doetors in  the Tospitals should  whaek
it mn with the hogpital, and the State
shonld not be deprived of a share. The

comntry has to support these hospitnls at a
fearful cxpenditure and is getting nothing
like the fees that should he paid. Tn Wend.
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ham only 15 per cent, of the cost of the hos-
pital is heing paid by the patients. That is
to say only one man out of seven or eight
can pay the fees for mediecal attendance.
L am certain there is not one man there who
is earning under £3 or £4 a wesk. The same
thing holds good at Carnarvon. It is ridicu-
lous to think that there is only one man out
of six who ean pay Dhis hospital fees
in  that centre. Last year wvhen L
brought this matter before hdén. mem-
hers  the Carnarvoin hospital only had
seven per ccnt. of the eost paid in fees but
this year it has 33 per cent. The present
doetor iz doing his utmost to colleet the fees.
The consequenee has been that the fees pail
have gone up from £100 odd to £490. If one
doctor ean do that other doctors can also Jo
it. I strongly recommend the appointment
of these committees. They will cost nothing
becavse the resident magistrate is there and
the policeman ig there, and the mayor, or the
ehairman of the road board or some other
gentleman, to form such committee, These
gentlemcen could attend at least once a fort-
night for halt an hour, in order to go through
the list of patients who had not paid and
decide who could pay, and if they cau
pay take ateps to see that they do.
Another matter to which I shonld like the
Government to attend, if possible, is the fix-
ing of the fees that subsidised doctors may
charge in the back country. In this con-
nection there have becn cases of profiteer-
ing. Before the present doctor eame to my
district, a patient at a distance of 140 miles
trom Carnarvon was eharged a mileage fee
of £1 per mile for the whole of the journey,
in additien to o medieal fee of £20 or £30,
Such charges may have heen excusable in
the days gone by, when the journsy would
have involved the hiring of a vehicle and
horses and would have oceupied several
days; but they are inexensable in these
days of motor ears, when the dJistance
can be covered in one day. There was
another ease in  which the doetor had
te travel some Qdistance in order to see
a man who had been severely burat. The
doetor refusced to go wnless he was first
paid the sum of £100, and a collection had
to be made by the injured man’s friends
beforc the doctor even saw  him. I
congider that the thanks of the eomnum-
ity are due to Trr. Atkinson, our Prinecipal
Medieal Officer, for the work he has done
during a2 very trying time.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Mr, Colebatch got the
eredit for that.

Mr. ANGELO: The right man is Dr. At
kingon, My remark applies not only to the
influenza period. From officers of the Health
Department I know that Dr. Atkinson has
been doing the work of two men. He has
spent his evenings in the laboratory doing
work that an assistant should bave per-
formed. T think we should say a word of
thanks to a gentleman who tokes so keen an
interest in his work as Dr. Atkinson does.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Lion. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [10.58]: T am surprised at the re-
marks of the last speaker on the charges
made by medieal men, I thought he would
hive sufficient experience of doctors to know
that they possess one of the strongest trade
unions in Australia.

Mr. Angelo: They mever go on strike,
anyhow.

Mr. Green: They went on & murderous
strike in Vietoria.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: They went on
strike here onece, refusing to examine the
school children. Ag regards the northern
portion of the State, the position is that
the Health Department eannot secleet a doc-
tor to go there. When a doctor in the North
sells his practice, the amount of Govern-
ment subsidy paid to him passes to the
doctor purchasing the practice. If that were
not so, portions of the North would not have
the services of a medical man at all, At all
events, during my time at the Health De-
partment that was the condition of things—
the department had to appoint the doctor
who pnrchased a practice in the North. TUn-
doubtedly some doctors have taken advant-
age of their position to make unduly high
charges, and I should advise the member
for Gascoyne to try to get that alfered,
though I hardly think he can. TIf legisia-
tion for that pnrpose were introduced, every
doetor in the North wonld leave. The faet
is that the doctors control the position. 1
trust, however, that in the near future the
Government will take in hand the question
of a State health service. On more than one
occasion I have disenssed with the present
Minister for Mines the possibility of intro-
Aueing legislation placing a doctor in exactly
the same position as a worker under the Ar-
bitration Aet. A doctor who goes on strike
for higher fees should be sent to gnel for
doing so. That is the only means of over-
eoming the diffeculty. Tf the doctor breaks
the law, he should he punished for it. The
man who takes up the medical profession
does so in order that he may assist mankind
in times of need; and if a doctor will not
practice his profession wunder fair condi-
tions, Parliament shénld compel him to do
s0. However, wmany doctors act very fairly.
Doctors are not all alike, Some, however,
with whom I was bronght inte contact while
in chinrge of the Health Department, T would
rather see ont of the State than in it. Un-
doubtedly the doctors rule the roost under
existing conditions; and therefore the Gov-
ernment shonid take on the training of
doctors. DNoctors should come under State
eontrol. The Government should assume the
responaibility of furnishing the peeople with
medicnl attendance, and the only means of
doing that is to build up o State staff of
doctors, who would be under agreement com-
pelling them to remain in the Government

- service for a considerable period after taking

I believe that the establish-
ment of asnch a sgystem affords the ouly
means of providing scttlers in the back
country with the necessary medieal atten-

their degree.
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dance. Let me illnstrate the present position
of affairs in the wmedical profession. Dr.
Pearson came to the Children’s Hospital as
an expert in children’s diseascs. He was ae-
knowledged to be one of the foremost ex-
perts in Australia in that respect. Now, if
a man could afford to pay for the treat-
ment of the child, he was not permitted to
take the child to the Children’s Hospital
and obtain the benefit of Dr. Pearson’s ex-
pert knowledge; not on any account. One
of the local doctors said, ‘‘We will not
allow Dr. Pearson to treat such cases.’’

Mr. Lutey: Would you call that Bolshe-
vism?

Hon. W. O, ANGWIN: The {eoctors had
the eontrol, and there was no help for it.
However, as I have said before, all the doe-
tors are not alike. One subject on whiech
there has been a good deal of comment in
connection with these Estimates is that of
bush nursing. Undoubtedly there is great
difficulty in getting nurses to go into the
country. However, that matter received
atteation long before the Farmers' and
Settlers’ Association’ came into existence.

Mr. Pickering: I referred to maternity
nurses.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The trouble was
that nurses conld not be indueed to go into
" the country, whare there was no proper ac-
commodation for them, They are subsidised
by the State in order that they way attend
the back eountry people who need their ser-
vices, and that practice has cxisted for years.
It existed even prior to the Labour Govern-
ment taking office in 1911, The Couniry
party have nothing whatever to do with that.

Mr. Pickering: THave they not pushed it
along, at all events?

Fon. W. C. ANGWIN: With all due re-
gpect to our friends of the Country party,
they have been FKicking up rows about a lot
of things that were in good geing order long
before the Country party came inte exiat-
ence. It is easy to bark, but it is another
thing to build up.

Mr. Harrison: The system of bush nurs-
ing was not apparcut previously,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It was apparent
in cvery distriet where a nurse was required,
Wherever the serviges of a nurse were needed
one was supplied and subsidised by the Gov-
cruyment, When they counld nol get trained
nurses they got' trained maternity nurses
There is a matter which yon yourself, Mr.
Chairman, brought up in ragard to assistance
for hospitals. I always maintained that the
present system is not fair, ond in some of
our conutry districts not a shilling is given
towards the hospitals,

Mr. Harrison: ‘Which hospitals?

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: TPremantle last
year raised comsiderably over £1,000. The
ecountry distriets get little in comparison
to tho population served, while in a nimber
of places they reccive nothing at all,

The Houorary Minister: What
Jardanup$

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN:
sigted hospital.,

about

That is an as-
The district of Leonora con-
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tributed more to the hospital than any other
in Western Auostralia, I do not know
whether the position is changed new. At the
same time I desire to point out the difference
in the system on the goldfields and in the
timber mills compared with other parts of
the State. The goldfields and timber mills
subseribe so much per week to the hospitals.

Mr. Wilson: And the eoal fields,

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Yes; under which
the subseribors get medical atfendance.

Mr. Wilson: No.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: They do in the
timber districts and on the goldfields, and
those contributions are mueh heavier when
the hospital is open to anyoune who desires
to enter it. A system like that cannot be
carried out in places like Perth or Fremantle.
S0 far as the Fremantle hospital is concerned
the Govermment of the day made it almost
eompulsory that that institution shounld see
that the fees were paid and that every case
was investigated. If a person appears before
the board and proves lus inability to pay, no
charge is made. If, however, a person
neglects to appear before the board accovnts
arc sent out and a threat is used if payment
is not wade. I consider we have one of the
best officers in Australian in the person of
Dr. Atkinson. He is alive to his duties and
is not afraid of work. At the same time, I
think he slipped from grace when he gave
way to the Federal azuthorities in c¢onmection
with the influenza epidemic. His action then
was the cause of the introduction and rapid
spread of the disease in this State. There is
no deoubt that the epidemic was introdueed
to Western Australia by sea and it was the
caunge of the death of a large number of
people at Fremantle. Many men died and
left large families—men who to-day with or-
dinary cara would have been alive. I regret
that the Estimates appear as they do,
lomped. - I would like to know what is being
dene with the village area sanitation. That
is one of the questions which require to be
carefully looked into. In country districts
it should be the duty of the Board of health
to carry out this work. It should not be done
from Perth, The loeal board should see that
the charges made meet the expenses. Instead
of that it is costing the department in Perth
more money and the contract which is let i
the only price charged so far as the sanita-
tion is coneerned. T opposed this for years,
and if the systemn is allowed to eontinue in
al! prebability we will have the whole of the
health work dealt with and controlled by the
central offiee, The inspeetors are inereasing
in mumher, I drew attention to this matter
two years ago. There were several inspectors
then af the war and it was proposed that
when those men returned they should have
their old positions, and that the others who
had been taken on would not be retained in
the service. I know, however, that the others
are still in the employ of the department.
There were 12 inspectors originally; now
there are 18 or 19. That question should be
locked into heenuse the Adepartment is one
that will grow if it is not carefully watebed.
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Every local authority has an inspector, and
an inspector to-day has te be certificated. He
must pass an eXamingtion under the rules of
the Royal Sanitary Institute. Therefore,
there is not the necessity to have the same
number as previously. It should bo possible
to keep the eost down and people should
not be cxpected to pay to the State and
again to the iocal authority. The exeuse may
be made that so many inspectors are em-
ployed on account of the influenza epidemic
having been so severe. I cannot say whether
that was so, but if we turn to the Public
Service Commissioner’s report we find that
there are now 17 or 18 inspectors in the
Health Department. The member for South
Fremantle (Mr. Rocke) dealt with the ques-
tion of the Ol Men’s Home. TDhuring the
time the seleet conmittee were investigating
the affairs of the [Hospital for the [nsane
the case of o man named Edwards who was
dismissed from that institntion came under
notice, Edwards seeared employment at the
0O1d Men’s Home and an attempt was made
to sceore hig dismissal from that place be-
cause it was found that he had been prev-
iously employed at the Hospital for the In-
sane, The select committee were inclined to
blame Dr. Anderson, but it was found that
the magter of the Old Men’s Home was re-
sponsible,

Mr. Rocke:
evidenee?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. I got the
evidence myself from -the master of the Old
Men's Home by means of the telephone. He
said that he did not know the conditions un-
der which Edwards was dismissed from the
Hospital for the Insane. 'The attendants at
the Old Men’s Home are engaged by the
Ferth office, and it wasg the place of the Mas-
ter of the Home to take the man who was
sent to him and if anything was wrong he
should have made a rveport to Dr. Atkinson or
Mr, Milngr. The Master, however, went out
of his way to ring -up Dr. Anderson, an
officcr who had nething whatever to do with
the institution. ‘That shows clearly that a
man whe takes an action of that kind is
tuking a wrong action and is not fit for the
jobr e hiolds, If T had beon Mr, Milner and
I had the power T would have sacked the
Master of the O1d Men’s Home.

Mr. Duff: Me is a good man, though.

Mr. Roeke: T1)d he not say that he was
not aware of the conditions?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The tconditions
had nothing to do with him, Edwards was
sent there by Mr. Milner, his own boss.
When he found that the officer had come
from the asylum, instead of geing to Mr.
Milner or to Dr. Atkinson nbout it, he rang

Did you pget corroborative

up Dr. Aunderson. with whom he had no-
thing whatever ta do.  When the matter
wirs under (iscussion in the Hougse we

Anderson for *the disinissal of
the officer. Now we find rhat it was this
man, Rugt.  We had Detter sentdt him haek
to the ‘‘Daily News,’’ where he might he
of more use. This is the 2nly opporivuity

hlamed Dr,

[ASSEMBLY. |

I shall lhave to deal with this matter.
Rust took an action which, in my opiniou,
was calculated to undermine Lis immediate
head, Mr. Milper., A man who will try to
undermine his superior officer ie not fit to
be entrusted with the charge of any insti-
tution, and the sooner we get rid of this
man Rust the better. Rust knew very well
that the discussion had takou place in the
House. He knew that Dr. Anderson was
blamed for the position. Did he volunteer
to come hefore the sclect committee and
give evidence, to point out that it was not
Dr. Anderson’s fault?¥ No.
Mr, Rocke: He said he
under a misconeeption.
Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Me¢ said nothing
of the kind, The last evidenee we took
was from Dr. Anderson. I rang up Rust
and nsked if it was truc. Rust said, ¢! Yes,
it is, but I did not know under what con-
ditions BEdwards was dismissed.”’ No mat-
ter what the conditions, they had nothing to
do with Rust. If Edwards had been dis-
missed for thieving, it had nothing to do
with Rust,
Mr. Rocke: Tf you did not ¢all him, he
had ne opportunity for eclearing himself.
Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T have told you

was  labouring

* what he said,

Mr. Duff: That was only over the tele-
phone.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: He confirmed it.
He said, T admit speaking to Dr. Anderson
on the telephone in regard to this matter. I
thought it was mot right for a man dis-
migsed from one institution tc be pnt in
another institution under the same coudi-
tions, bot T was not aware at the time of
the conditions under which Edwards was
dismissed.’’

Mr. Duff: Secing that it was so serious
an allegation, de you think the telephone
was snflicient?

Hon. W. C ANGWIN: We had other uvvi-
dence at the time, My point is that we
blamed another man wrongly. No wmatter
what Edwards did at the institution, if
Rust found out that Edwards was dis-
charged from that inatitubion, it was Rust’s
place to speak to his supsrior officer, Mr.
Milner, and not to Dr. Andersen, with
whom he had no connection, e tried to
undermine his superior officer.

Mr. Duff: It l[ooks like an ael of indis-
cretion, that is all,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is easy to term
it indiseretion, Tf T had power te saclk the
man Rust, T would do so.

The Minister for Mines: You would ask
hin to find ont whether he was going to re-
siga.

Hon, W, 0. ANGWTN: I think things are
not altozether satisfaetory af {the Old
Men's Home., T intend to go there, but T
have leen #no busy lately. T have had
several eomplaints from  *he institution,
and T intend to go along and sec things
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for. myself. In respect to the officials of
the Medical and lealth Department, 1
think most of them endeavour to earry out
their work to the- beat of their ability.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [1116]: I am
surprised at the vemarks made by the
member for North-East Tremantle (M

Angwin). T wish to draw attention to the
wide disparity between the voluntary sub-
serviptions to the Perth and Fremantle pud-
lic hospitals, on the one hand, and the
country hospitals on the other. These two
hospitals at Perth aund Fremantle are et
supported by the citizens as they ought to
be, as eompared with hospitals in the coun-
try distriets. Something ought to be done
by the public to mere fully maintain the
Perth and Fremantls hospitals, instead of
our having these large and  increasing
grants on the Tstimates.

How, W. C. Angwin: The Fremantle peo-
ple have aubseribed over £3,000.

Mr. HARRISON: We have on the
Estimates these grants to the hospitals in
IPerth and Fremantle. We have 25 assisted
hospitals, yet those on the goldfields and
in coungry districts are almost solely wain-
tuined by publie subscription. Al that
they got on the Estimates is £8,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Take the Govern-
ment hospitals,

Mr. HARRISON: The money supplied
under this vote should geo inereasingly to
the country hospitals. To keep people in
conntry distriets, two things are supremely
neeesgary, namely, the provision of educa-
tional facilities, and secondly the pro-
vision of hospital or medieal facilities, The
State contributions to country  hospitals
ouvght to be far more Tiberal than at pre-
sent. I remember that the Ugly Men’s As-
sociation took up this poiut long ago. Such
i board would be a good thing for Western
Australia, and T trust something in  this
direction will be doue. T cndorsc the re-
marks made by other couniry members re-

garding the necd for bush nursing. I am
glal the Minister for Works recognises

the utility and suceess of motor ambulances.
It wag pleasing to hear the lcader of the
Opposition express the opinion that the
country districts should he beiter served
in the matter of medical attention. T am
surprised that the member for North-East
Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) should put up a
case that the country districts——

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Thay d¢ not com-
tribute a shilling. .

Mr. HARRISON: The country districts
are contributing all the time, for, as tax-
payers, the residents of the country have

to help to find the money for this vote.
Mr. JONES (Fremantle) [11.211: T
move—

That progress ba reportad.
Motion pot and passed.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.] .

I’rogress reported.

House ediourned al 11.22 pm,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm,, awd read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following Bills:
1, Mining Act Amendment,
2, State Children Act Amendment.
3, Midland Railway Company.
4, Supply Bill (Ne. 2).

QUESTION—LAND SETTLEMENT,
MANJIMUP,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON apgked the Minister
for Education: 1, What area of land has
been surveyed and subdivided for settlement
in the (hstl,.*r of Manjimup? 2, How many
blocks have Heen made so avanl.lb]e9 3, How
many blocks have bheen sold or taken upt
4, How many blocks have heen forfeited?
a, How many blocks are now being worked?
6, What area in this distriet has been ring-
barked by the Governmenty 7, What has
been the cost of these activities?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: The answer to this question will in-
volve the preparation of a return, which
the hon. memher can wmove for if he so de-
sires. :

BILL—POSTPONED DERTS.
Read a third time and passed.



